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sentative Chamber one hundred and thirty-nine | 
feet long, by ninety-three feet wide. Cubical con- || 
vents of Senate Chamber, two hundred and fifty- || 
«x thousand eight hundred and sixty feet; cubical 
feet of House of Representatives, three hundred 
and ninety-six thousand five hundred and seven 
“The spaces thus confined within these walls, | 
appear, on the first thought, to be large to be filled 

with an ordinary human voice. But experience, 
which, by the way, is the best and only sure test, 
shows that, all other circumstances being favora- || 
ble, even larger spacesare easily filled, while others 
of much smaller dimensions, under circumstances 
of an unfavorable character, present far greater 
dificulties. In the largest theaters, for instance, 
where there are no obstructions to sound, the low- 
est and softest tones of voice from the stage are 
distinctly heard in every part of the house; while 
in many halls and churches of very limited dimen- 
sions, itis with much difficulty that the speaker 
can fill the space with his voice, and cause him- 
self to be distinctly heard and understood. In the 
former case, the rooms are high and properly 
arched, and without columns, panels, &c., to 
break the volume of sound, or to cause its rever- 
veration. In the smaller rooms, perhaps, these || 
low ceilings, groined arches, ornamented with 
panels or block work, or both, and supported by 
heavy columns, all obstruct the volume of sound, 
and break it into fragments. Perhaps, also, by 
having the walls themselves improperly construct- 
ed, orconstructed of improper materials, the sound 
reverberates, and thus very much enhances the 
evil. Sound, like liquids and solids, is subject 
tothe laws of motion and the laws of projectiles, 
and somewhat in accordance with those laws, 
aided by experiment and experience, should every- 
thing pertaining to rooms for public speaking be 
calculated. 

The propulsion of the human voice may be con- 
sidered as analogous to that of a stream of water 
from the pipe of a fire engine. Soon after it has 
been propelled from the pipe, it begins to expand, 
and like the projected stream of water, the volume 
of sound projected from the lips, though unbroken 
in a clear space, immediately gerands in all direc- 
tions, and will be as distinct {© the farthest limits 
to which its projectile force can throw it, as at 
the point from which it is projected, provided there 
be no obstructions or impediments in the way. 
On the other hand, where obstructions or impedi- 
ments intervene, it will either rebound, and thus 
produce an embarrassing echo, or be broken up, 
perhaps, and produce several echoes, and render 
the articulation of the speaker indistinct, and be 
productive of as many different, and probably dis- 
cordant sounds, as there are various obstructions 
and impediments in the way. 

Sir, it tuo frequently happens that architects, 
rejecting philosophical principles, and the lessons 
of experience, labor to embellish and ornament 
rooms designed for public speaking, with the view 
rather to architectural elegance, than to the laws 
of acoustics. Hence the complaints so general of 
rooms hard to speak in, and which difficulty is 
most frequently attributed to the large dimensions | 
of such rooms, instead of the true causes. Prob- 
ably there are few, if any, rooms in existence, so 
large that a speaker may not be distinctly heard 
in any part of them, while speaking in an ordinary 
tone of voice, in which the effect of the voice is 
not destroyed or impaired by architectural means. 
Rows of columns, paneled walls and ceilings, with 
deep indentations, projecting block work, and 
groined arches, all separate or combined, serve to 
break the volume of sound into fragments, which 
renders it extremely difficult for the hearer to un- 
derstand, while it embarrasses the speaker, and 
painfully enhances the labor of utterance. These 
difficulties, as well as those originating in a dis- 
agreeable reverberation of sound, can be avoided \} 
only by the rejection of those architectural embel- || 











by the adoption of walls of a plain and simple | 


style, and composed of suitable materials. I have, | 
Sir, examined the plans, the designs, and the || may find the mercury up to 90°, while in some |! ject for mnany years. 
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| them still. 


| floors. 


| or fire places. 


lishments that are calculated to produce them, and | 
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drawings, for the rooms intended to be occupied 
by the two Houses of Congress, which are now 
in process of construction, and do not entertain a 


| doubt that they willbe found, as far as speaking 


and hearing are concerned, all that could be de- 


| sired. 


Those rooms are not to be encumbered either 
with columns, groined arches, deep indentations, 
or bold projections. The whole, though elegant— 


| I would say, magnificent—will be plain and sim- 
fee the ceiling of glass and iron, and the walls of 


rick, faced with marble. For this reason, there 


| will be nothing to break the volume of sound; and 
| I see no reason to doubt that, even the Represent- 
| ative Chamber, with its large dimensions, will be 


as fine a room to speak in as any other one in the 
country. Besides this, the arrangements of the 
corridors are such that all sounds from without 
will be absolutely and entirely excluded, and thus 
all interruptions and embarrassments from that 
source prevented. 

Mr. President, much has been said, in connec- 
tion with the Capitol extension, on the subject of 


| ventilation, and doubts raised, and objections 
stated, as to the mode that has been adopted. 
Ventilation is a difficult affair to manage in rooms | 


as large as those intended for the Senate and 
House of Representatives, and requires a great 
deal of study, the exercise of sound judgment, 
and a close calculation. 
modes of ventilation which would probably sug- 


| gest themselves: First, by means of doors and 


windows opening into the exterior atmosphere; 


| second, by forcing air into the upper part of the 


room; and, third, by supplying the fresh air by 
means of air chambers beneath, through apertures 
in the floors. The first of these methods, it will 
at once be seen, is entirely impracticable. To 
attempt ventilation in this way, would be to admit 
into the rooms the exterior air, which would also 
admit with it, all exterior sounds, causing great 
embarrassment and annoyance. Besides, horizon- 
tal drafts through rooms, are always dangerous 


There are but three | 
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to health, and, in cold or wet weather, when it | 


would be necessary to have doors and windows 


closed, the atmosphere of the room would become | 


extremely impure, oppressive, and unhealthy. 


| Of these facts, we have sufficient evidence from 


our experience in this room, without resorting to 
speculative philosophy. 

Of the second method, that of forcing pure air 
into the upper portion of the room, though con- 
sidered by many entirely practicable and efficient, 
I have entertained some doubts, and entertain 
I have no doubt, air, that by this 
method a sufficient quantity of pure fresh air can 
at all times be supplied; but, as this air must 
descend to the floor, and in doing so, pass through 


and mingle with the ascending column already | 
vitiated, my apprehension is, that it will itself 


become impure by means of theadmixture. This 
is one of the methods proposed to be adopted by 


| those having the charge of the Capitol extension; 


but lest this might not prove all that might be 
wished, they have also made due provision, if 
necessary, to carry out the third one—to ventilate 
the rooms by means of air chambers beneath the 
By this method, as well as by the other, 
the atmospheric air will be forced in, in a con- 
densed state, by means of a steam engine, and its 
tendency to expansion will naturally produce an 
ascending current for the constant and requisite 
supply of thespace above. Whatever may be the 
result of the other method, I cannot entertain a 
doubt of the complete success of this. 

In the next place, sir, the question of tempera- 
ture is connected with that of ventilation. It has 
been found absolutely impossible to keep up an 
uniform temperature in aroom of large dimensions, 
either by means of fires in stoves, hot-air furnaces, 
As fires are either increased or 
suffered to subside, the general temperature will 
be varied; and as the heat from these sources is 
radiated from certain points, it can never be uni- 
formly distributed. Hence, near the fire place, 
the stove, or the register of a hot-air furnace, you 
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other portions of the room it has mounted no 
higher than 50°, Either mode of ventilation pro- 
posed, will entirely obviate this difficulty. The 
entire body of air collected in the air-chambers, 
from time to time, and without coming in contact 
with heated metallic substances, will be raised, in 
cold weather, to any required temperature by 
means of hot water, and be so admitted as to per- 
vade at once every portion of the area; and, by 
that means, the temperature of the room may be 
kept constantly at any given point, and uniform 
throughout. In hot weather, when an increase 
of warmth is no longer required, and a cooling 
influence becomes more desirable, then, the spaces 
into which the air will be compressed, withdrawn 
from the rays of the sun, and the influences of 
the exterior atmosphere, will actas a refrigerator, 
and have the tendency to render the atmosphere 
of the room fresh and cool, without exposure of 
its occupants to unhealthy currents. 

Mr. President, | am entirely confident that 
one of the two methods provided for, will be 
found fully and completely adequate to the pur- 
pose of ventilation and warmth, and am not pre- 
oared to say that either will fail. My confidence 
in those who have charge of the work is such, 
and in the plans proposed, that I have no hesita- 
tion in predicting their complete success, and in 
saying that, in my opinion, the arrangements, 
when carried out, will give entire satisfaction. 

Mr. President, before dismissing this subject, 
I feel it incumbent on me to compliment the gen- 
tlemen who have the charge of this great work as 
superintendent and architect, Captain Meigs and 
Mr. Walter. The energy and good taste which 
these gentlemen have displayed, and the judgment 


/and rapidity with which the work has been pros- 


ecuted up to this time, and the prompt and judi- 
cious preparations made for its future progress, 
and final speedy accomplishment are worthy of 
high praise. It is my belief that it could not have 
fallen into better hands; and that the whole, when 
it shall have been completed, will stand as an en- 
during monument to their fidelity and skill, and 
the honor of our country. It is to be hoped, sir, 
that no impediment may be thrown in their way, 
and that all needful facilities may be extended to 
them, to carry out and perfect the noble design 
without unnecessary dala. I feel assured, sir, 
that they wiil most fully discharge the duties of 
their trust, if from Congress they may receive, as 
I have no doubt they will, as they have hereto- 


_ fore done, due encouragement and aid. 


Mr. CASS. Mr. President, | would not have it 
supposed at all that, because 1 made an allusion to 
this subject—for it was no more than that—I there- 
fore expressed any doubt as to the qualifications 
of the architect or superintendent. I intended no 
such thing. No such idea entered my mind. The 
superintendent of the work is an officer of the 
Army, whom I[ have known fora longtime. He 
is entitled, both by character, talent, and conduct, 
to the highest consideration. I have great confi- 
dence in him; but it is the subject about which I 
doubt. The honorable Senator from Rhode 
Island [Mr. James] has a right to speak on it 
with far more certainty than I have; but he will 
recollect that there never was an architect, or a 
projector of any sort who had any plan or project, 
who was not sure it would be successful. ‘This 
is a part of human nature, and a very necessary 
part, | suppose, in order to induce success. Per- 
haps Napoleon’s success was owing, in a great 
measure, to his firm belief that he would be suc- 
cessful. The author of every project is certain 
that it will succeed. 

We have a practical illustration on this subject 
in the difficulty which has been experienced in 
England; and I rose particularly, at this time, 
to ask the colleague of my honorable friend from 
Rhode Island (Mr. Aten] to state a fact to 
which he called my attention the other day, that 
there recently appeared in the Edinburgh Review 
an article confirmatory of what I have stated to 
the Senate in regard to this matter. The best 


| talent of England has been employed on the sub- 


Each man in succession 











386 


was certain that he would succeed—just as certain 
as any one here can be; but we know that the 
result has been a failure. 

The problem to be solved in the construction of 
a room for a body like the Senate or House of 
Representatives, is an intricate one. It seems to 
me that we shall not have a proper room for the 
purpose, unless we have a plain oblong or square 
Prick building, without a single ornament, inside 
or out. Such is my belief; but I do not wish to 
go into the subject; I desire merely to ask the 
honorable Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALLEN] 
to state a fact which he stated to me the other 
day, confirmatory of the doubts which I have sug- 
gested, showing that doubts may reasonably be 
entertained without any imputation on anybody. 
It certaiuly was far from my inclination to cast 
any imputation. 

Mr. ALLEN. I will merely state, that in Eng- 
land they have pursued almost the same process, 
] presume, that is now being taken here by our 
present architect in building the adcitional wings 
to the Capitol. They have expended on the new 
Houses of Parliament, £250,000 sterling, or about 
$1,200 000. The projects for warming and ven- 
tilating the [Touses there having turned out to be 
a complete failure, in the month of June last, I 
think, they gave directions to begin de novo, for 
they found it was impossible to warm and venti- 
Inte the Houses. I think they had two steam 
engines, somewhat similar in their operations to 
the plan now adopted here. I think the results 
here will be about the same. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Howis it as to hearing 


there? 


Mr. ALLEN. The hearing is very indifferent, } 


indeed. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I am not an 
architect, nor should | obtrude my own individual 
knowledge to supervise the details of the construc- 
tion of a work of this character. I should in that, 
as in every other case where I had anything scien- 
tific to be done, trust it to those who had consid- 
ered the matter, and in whose judgment and skill 
I placed confidence, and whom | supposed to have 
sufficient knowledge for the purpose. In regard 
to the last remark of the honorable Senator from 
Rhode Island, [Mr. Atten,] 1 must say that I 
think heis mistakeo in supposing that the plan 








be true that architects have very often failed in the | 


buildings which they have constructed; but the 
question is not to be determined in that way. The 
os is, where is the greater probability of 
ailure—in employing a man of science practically 
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| tion, | shall be done. 
| steam engines employed in the ventilation > 


acquainted with the subject, or in taking the opin- || 


ions of a political body which must be very igno- 
rant of works of that kind? Sir, if | might be 
allowed an illustration, I would say that, in the 
conduct of a cause, | should think it just as reason- 
able if my client should undertake to tell me how 
to conduct the pleadings in his case, as for me to 
undertake to instruct an architect, skilled in his 


profession, a man of high character and integrity, | 


in the structure of a building which | employed 
him to erect. I might be wrong, as a lawyer, in 
the conduct of the pleadings of a case; I might 
commit errors—the ablest lawyers have committed 
them—but the question is, where is the greater 
probability of error, when a man undertakes to 


' supervise and correct his own lawyer in a matter 


in regard to which he is perfectly ignorant, or in 
leaving it to the discretion of the lawyer on a sub- 


ject with which he is personally acquainted ? That | 


is my principle of action. 
I have no doubt that when the temple of St. 


it would be an entire failure. 


if | may so speak, had been followed out, St. 
Peter’s never would have been erected. 


withcut suggestions of numerous kinds being made | 


_by men not competent to decide on the question. 


| 


here is the same as that adopted in the new Houses | 


of Parliament in Great Britain. They may have 


points of similarity, but if | understand them cor- | 


rectly, there is a wide difference between the two. 
‘There is a great difference between attempting to 


give ventilation to a room by introducing the || 
atmosphere from below, and attempting to force | 


it downwards. 
rte ag: between the two; and the failure in the 


ritish Elouses of Parliament arose from an at- | 


tempt to force the atmosphere down. 


As to the | 


structure of the rooms, | know of no similarity | 
between these Chambers and the British Houses 


of Parliament at all; notthe remotest similarity in 
the style of the interior arrangements. There is 
none in the proportions of the room, and the mode 
in which it is arranged. I have been in the Brit- 


ish Houses of Parliament, and I can say, from | 
personal observation, that the structure of those | 


rooms, and that of the Chambers for the two 
Liouses of Congress in the Capitol extension, is 
without similarity. 

I shall not, however, attempt to go into the details 
of this matter for the reasons which I have stated. 


My principle is this: I should endeavor to select, | 


(either as a public man, acting for the public, or 
as a private individual in private life, acting in 
reference to a matter scientific in its character,) 
a competent individual. 
instructed in the particular art or not, every man 
can tell, in his own art, whether a person claim- 
ing to know anything of it, is a man of common 
sense, ora pretender. That far I think you can 
judge. The momenta man satisfies me that he 
has a knowledge of the subject matter on which 
he undertakes to act as a man of science, if I have 
no reason to suspect his integrity, I would not 
set up my own uninstructed judgment against his 


Lhold that whether I am | 





superior knowledge of the work for which he was | 


peculiarly skilled from education and practice. 


this building. Honorable Senators may suggest || given us by a steam engine. 


It seems to me that the only safe course for the | 


Congress of the United States to pursue is, to take 


| care that the individuals whom they entrust with 


the construction of the building of the character 


, they design, and the object they intend to accom- 


plish in having it constructed, are men of integrity, 


| men of known science and character; and leave 
| the rest to the probability that they will perform 
| their duties properly. 
| the present superintendent of the extension of the 
I should be unwilling to set up my | 
unaided judgment, and my want of knowledge of | 
| the details of the construction of a building, against | 
| a man whom I know to be competent. 
dence is complete, if you will turn and read your 
Executive documents of the last session, that he | 


I have entire confidence in 


Capitol. 


The evi- 


tried numerous experiments—that he not only did 
not rely upon his own knowledge, but that he 
resorted, through the medium of the President, 
to a commission to investigate the principles in 
reference to acoustics, which were to be applied 


nptin | to the construction of this building. 
There is an entire difference of | 


That commission consisted of Professor Bache, 


| Professor Henry, and another eminent man here; 





| 
| 


| and they agreed inall the general principles of the 
| construction. 


FHiuman protection can go no fur- 
ther. He may fail. He has no object to spur 
him on except the desire of success. He derives 


‘| no additional emolument out of the construction 


of the Capitol. He thinks he will make for his 


| country the most perfect legislative Hall ever | 
| erected, and will, of course, thereby entitle him- | 
| self to the gratitude of his country for the services | 
That, I believe, is the sole | 
I believe he is | 


he has performed. 
motive which is operating on him. 
competent in point of intellect; I believe he is 
competent in point of experience; I believe he is 
competent in point of knowledge; | think he isa 
man of genius in his profession. I am not willing 
to criticise or cavil upon his plan. 
run the hazard of the determination of this work 
under such auspices. 
be ever able to construct any building at all, if the 


I do not || 
suppose a great public building ever was erected || 


I am willing to | 


1 doubt whether we should | 
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Mr. JOHNSON. I shall be glad to have tha 
question answered; and then, with one more ee, 
Are there to beone or twe 


Mr. JAMES. One in each wing. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Is the engine to be direc) 
beneath the Senate? [Laughter.} “y 

Nee # JAMES. I do not know where it js to be 

aced. 
. Mr. JOHNSON. I should be glad to know 
because I have heard of explosions of steam ¢,! 
gines. (Laughter.} I have heard of one cha,. 
acter in history who has certainly attained ye, 
great notoriety, by an attempt to produce an ey. 


| plosion under a legislative body. Guy Fawkes 


I believe, piled his combustibles beneath the Pa, 


| liament building; but when he got in, and while 


he was preparing his magazine there, thank Gog 
as the people said at that time, he was detected 


| before he accomplished it, and was arrested. | 


| 
| 
\| 








unaided judgment of different Senators was to | 


point out the mode in which the various details 
should be arranged. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I understand the Senate 


Chamber in the new building is to be so enclosed | 


as to be nowhere, in its exterior, open to the light. 
It is to be isolated and surrounded by passages, 
and, for all that I know, by other rooms. 

Mr. BAYARD. It is to be lighted from above. 

Mr. CASS. And ventilated from below. 

Mr. JOHNSON. That makes the case, I be- 


and) || live, lighted from above, and ventilated from below. 
That is exactly the state of things in regard to || J understand, in fact, that the ventilation is to be 


that it ought to be constructed in a particular mode. || for each House, or for the whole Capitol? 


Are they architects? Can they tell what are the 


Mr. JAMES. Will the Senator allow me to 


difficulties to be encountered? Certainly it may || say one word? 


| to the architect. 
Peter’s was erected, there were men who thought || 
| have no doubt | 
| thatif their judgments, and suggestions, and cavils, 


| is finished in my day. 


have never yet heard of one being blown sky. 
high; but this engine is to be placed beneath ji. 
Chamber. I should be glad to ask the Senator of 
how many horse- power itis to be? (Laughter.} 
Mr. JAMES. I refer the honorable Senator 


Mr. JOHNSON. He is beyond these walls, 
and I have no power to bring him here. | sup. 
posed the committee, who understand all their 
business, could explain and give me all these liu. 
items. 1 should like to know that, because, with 
the calculation of the horse-power, I shall be able 
to understand how high | am to ascend, if this 
{Laughter.] Now,] de 
not like this thing of steam engines and explo- 
sions. We have been legislating against them al! 
the time. They are the saddest disasters in the 
world that occur. I do not care about being cel- 
ebrated by a great monument built up in memory 
of the whole Senate, and detailing a disaster here 
from a stegm engine which we ourselves have 


' enacted shall be put beneath our feet—for whet? 
|'To produce the same effect that a lady will pro- 


duce with a little tongue—a blowing up. {Laugh- 
ter.] Weare to be shut in all around, with not 
even the opportunities for light and air which are 
furnished us here. I have heard of this repeat- 
edly. If, asthe idea seems to be, ventilation be 
to blow up everything, the biggest blow will come 
when the steam engine bursts. [Laughter.} There 
will be a ventilation. The very oceasion itself 
will ring with that ventilation. | appeal against 
the steam engine, if it is to be directly under us. 
[Laughter. } 

Mr. BADGER. ®The honorable Senator from 
Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] in the first remarks which 
he made, threw out doubts and apprehensions 
which I entertain myself, and from which | must 
confess I am not entirely relieved by the explana- 
tions which have been given to us. I have no in- 
terest personally in the inquiry as to what will be 
the cons'ruction of the new Chamber, the advant- 
ages or disadvantages of it in regard to the capacity 
for hearing speakers, or the facility with which 
they can deliver themselves, or as to the ventila- 
ting or heating of it; but still on account of many 
of my honorable friends who are here and who 
will have the opportunity of occupying that 
Chamber, and on account of our successors and 
their successors, I feel a considerable degree of 
anxiety upon the question which now has been 
alluded to. 

My friend from Michigan has suggested that, 
although these things are proposed upon scientific 
grounds and by very scientific men, all history 
and experience have shown us that, whatever msy 
be the talents of the individual, and his sincerity 
and his confidence, an unfavorable issue is not an 
unlikely event. Now, sir, in old times there was 
a notion of resorting to a natural process for the 
purpose of ventilating a chamber. The idea was 
that if you would have an opening at the top, oF 
near the top, the heated air would take itself out; 
and by having some convenient openings at the 
bottom, or near it, the cool air would come 1”. 
That went upon the principle that nature acts by 
a sort of moral cuasion. F should have been ex- 
ceedingly gratified myself if that old system had 
been adhered to; but, then, my friend from Mich- 


|| igan must remember that this is an age of prog- 


Is there to be one | 


ress. This is an age of steam. Everything has 
been, or is to be, altered. He will recollect that 
ina very high dramatic authority a certain pauent 
was once informed by a medical professor, that, 
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whereas originally the liver was placed upon the 
right and the heart upon the lett of the body, the 
jilege of physicians had altered that whole busi- 
ness, and had made them shift to d.fferent places. 
‘Laughter.}] So my friend must recollect it is to 
be now. ‘his is the age of steam. Formerly 
the cool air was allowed to come in below, and 
the heated air to pass out above. Now, theaction 
is to be reversed. Science is to be brought to bear 
on the subject. 
structed; and the cool air is to be forced down from 

above, and the heated air forced out below; and | 
why should it not be done? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 

Mr. BADGER. Itistheotherway. Well, in 
the old times it did not require any great force to 
get cool uit in below and heated air out at the top, 
if a place was only made for it to come in and go 
outat. Bat what I want to call attention to is, 
that after all that has been said on this subject, the 
plan is settled. Theold method wasliableto some 
dificulties. The Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. 
Janes} has mentioned one of them. If you build 
a big fire, or if you let in heated air by registers, 
as | believe they call them, you will still have 
this result, that one part of the room will be 
warmer thananother.- Well, now, sir, there is no 
possible mode of preventing that in any apart- 
ment, except by converting it into an oven, heat- 
ing it, and closing it up; and from everything that 
] have been able to understand of the present pro- 
ject that is exactly what we propose to do in | 
regard to the intended Senate Chamber. It is to 
have no outside wall at all. It is to be shut in. 
Itis not to communicate externally with either the 
air, or the light of heaven. Itis to be an oven, 
(laughter,] closed in on all sides; and the way you 
are going to get air into it is, by a forcing pump 
moved by a steam engine. 

I do not wish to be understood as doubting at 
all that this experiment will succeed. I have as 
high an opinion of the gentleman who has ori- | 
givated the plan, as any member of the Senate who 
has spoken. I hope and I believe that it will | 
succeed, but I am hoping against hope, and 
believing against faith. [Laughter.] But if I | 
could have the regulation of this thing, I would 
go back to the old fashioned notions of our fore- 
fatners. When we want cool air in a room, 1) 
would open a window and let it come in itself. 
It needs no forcing. 


co 


I am told, for [ do not 8 these things 
philosophically, will gradWally get higher and | 
higher as it gets warmer and warmer, you have 
nothing to do but to have a comfortable little 
ventilator at the top, and you will soon get rid of 
it. But this, sir, is the age of improvement; this 
is the age of progress; and I fear that my friend 
from Michigan and myself will, in consequence of 
the remarks we have made to-day, be stamped 
old fogies’’ forever. [Laughter.} 

But, now, I wish to ask, what has all this in- 
vestigation and inquiry to do with the question 
before the Senate? My friend from Arkansas 
(Mr. Jounson] says that this appropriation of 
$325,000 is out of place; it ought not to be in this 
bill. If we are to follow the suggestions thrown 
out in the discussion, it ought not to be in any 
place, it would be inappropriate to any bill; we 
ought to turn back and reverse our course, and | 
alter all that has been done, and make a new ex- 
periment about the compulscry introduction of 
air and heat upon some other plan. But we should 
be no better off if we did that. It is too late to re- | 
sort to the old fashioned natural way of having at | 
least one outside toa room. We are now going 
to accomplish, in regard to the Senate Chamber, 
precisely what an agriculturist in the State of | 
my friend from Pennsylvania, is once said to have | 
done in order to avoid trespasses from the squir- 
rels upon his corn—to havea field without any 
outside row to it at all. [Laughter.] Therefore, 
it seems to me, that the whole discussion is beside 
the principal question which is before the Senate. 
None of us are going to retract from this experi- 
ment. We are are all willing to believe and trust, 
whatever our fears may be. We all have the | 
highest confidence in the direction under which 
the building is placed. We are all willing to pros- 
ecute the design. 


But I say to my friend from Arkansas, thatthe | provement of the harbor of St. Joseph, Michigan. 


&ppropriation is a good one, and a wise one. It | 


A steam engine is to be con- || 


It is the very reverse. || 


‘ It comes with readiness if || consideration, unless during such evening sessions as a || 
you give ita fair opportunity. Then with regard | 


to the heated air, which, by a provision of nature, || 


j 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


; . | 
is not for too largean amount. Itis to bedevoted | 








| to an excellent object; and I am willing to take it 


whenever it comes. 1! should not have thought 


| of putting it in here; but I shall vote against surik- 


ing it out; and if my friend from Arkansas will 


| move an amendment to it, that no steam engine 


shall be placed under the proposed Senate Cham- 


' ber until he leaves the Senate, I will vote for it 


with great pleasure. (Laughter.] 
On motion by Mr. ADAMS, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, January 24, 1855. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Henry Sticer. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 
The SPEAKER. The business first in order is 


Prayer | 


| the motion of the gentleman from South Carolina, | 


{Mr. Orr,] to lay upon the table the resolution || 
introduced by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Bayty,] to close debate on the French spoliation | 
bill. 


Mr. ORR. I propose to withdraw the motion 


| to lay on the table the resolution to close debate on 


the French spoliation bill, with the view of offer- 


| ing an amendment to terminate the debate to-mor- 


row at three o’clock. If that amendment should 
not be adopted by the friends of the bill, and they 
insist upon closing the debate to-day, | will then 
renew my motion to lay the resolution upon the 
table. I hope, however, that the friends of the 
bill will give us till three o’clock to-morrow to | 
discuss the question. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope that the 


| House wiil give the gentleman from South Caro- 
‘lina [Mr. Orr,] permission to add to his amend- 
_ment a proviso, that, in discussing this question, 
| members shall confine themselves to the merits of 





| offer the following resolution, and [ 


the bill under consideration. 
Mr. ORR. I have no objection to such an 
amendment. 
Mr. HOUSTON. To accomplish the object | 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, I propose to 
ope there 
will be no objection to it: 


Resolved, That, for the remainder of the present session, 
all debate in the Committee of the Whole [louse on the state 
of the Union shall be confined strictly tothe question under 


majority of said committee may order for the exclusive 
purpose of general debate. 

Several members objected. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Will it be in order as an 


| amendment to the resolution of the gentleman 
| from South Carolina, (Mr. Orr ?] 


The SPEAKER. it will not bein order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I desire to say, as far as I 
can speak for the friends of the bill, that the prop- 
osition of the gentleman from South Carolina 
will entirely meet their approbation. They do 
not desire to stifle debate. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE, by unanimous consent, 
reported, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 


a joint resolution for the relief of James Hughes; 


| which was read a first and second time by its title, 


| and referred to a Committee of the Whole House | 





| gan; and 


| on the Private Calendar. 


Mr. CLARK asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the House to introduce bills; 
which were read the first and second time by 
their titles, as follows, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce: 

An act making an appropriation for the im- 
provement of the harbor of New Buffalo, 
Michigan ; 

An act making an appropriation for the im- 
provement of the harbor at the mouth of South 
Black river, Michigan; 

An act making an appropriation for the im- 
provement at the mouth of the Muskegan river, 
Michigan; 

An act making an appropriation for the im- | 
provement of the harbor at the mouth of Grand || 
river, Michigan; 

An act making an appropriation for the im- 
provement of the harbor of Black lake, Michi- 


An act making an appropriation for the im- 


Mr. PHELPS asked and obtained leave of the | 


887 








House to introduce a bill ** for the relief of James 
Poole;’’ which was read the first and second time 
by its title, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 


FRENCH SPOLIATION BILL. 


Mr. WARREN. I rise to a privileced ques- 
tion. I demand the regular order of business. 

TheSPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is called for, and the question first to be 
taken, is upon agreeing to the amendment of the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Orr) to 
the resolution of the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Bayty,] to close debate upon the French 
spoliation bill. 

Mr. ORR. Was there any objection to the 
suggestion of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Jones,] that the debate should be restricted 
exclusively to the question under consideration ? 

Mr. HUNT. No question was taken upon it, 

The SPEAKER. t there any objection to the 
modification of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
{[Mr. Jones,] that, upon the particular bill under 
consideration, the debate shall be confined exclu- 
sively to its merits ? 

Mr. HUNT. I object. 
stricted debate. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I then move to 
amend the amendment of the gentleman from 
South Carolina by inserting one o’clock to-mor- 
row as the time for closing the debate, so as to 
give the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Baytyj 
time to make his speech after the debate is closed, 
and dispose of the bill to-morrow. 

Mr.ORR. If the amendment of the gentleman 
from Tennessee should be adopted, | intend to 
defeat the resolution by moving to lay it upon the 
table, or in any parliamentary way that | can. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I would ask the gentleman 
from South Carolina whether it would not be well 
to delay his proposition until the gentleman who 
has charge of this bill shall be in his seat? The 
friends of the bill have no desire to stifle debate. 

Mr.ORR. I would say to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania that the Speaker announced, as the 
rezular order of business, the consideration of this 
resolution. It is the first business in order, and 
must be first disposed of. 

The question was taken upon Mr. Jones’s 
amendment to the amendment of Mr. Ora; and it 
was not agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I now move to 
insert two o’clock, in place of three o’clock. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
not agreed to. 

The question was then put upon Mr. Orr’s 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 

The question then recurring upon the amend- 





We want an unre- 


/ment of Mr. Bay y, as amended, it was put; and 


decided in the affirmative. 

So the Liouse determined to close debate at three 
o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. ORR moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the resolution was adopted, and to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table; which latter motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. WARREN. I move thatthe rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Let us do the morning work 


first. 


Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a question of priv- 
ilege. My question of privilege is the matter 
introduced by me a week ago, in reference to evi- 
dence before the Colt investigating committee, and 
which matter I have delayed calling up, in def- 
erence to the wishes of others, from time to time, 
until I feel that, in duty to thecommittee, of which 
I am only representative here, | can delay no 
longer. 

The SPEAKER. If the House refuses to go 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, the gentleman’s question of privilege 
will be in place. 2 

Mr. KERR. I call for tellers upon the motion 
to go into committee. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Tellers were then ordered; and 


I call for the yeas 


Messrs. 


| Wueeter, and Jones of Pennsylvania, were 
| appointed. 


Mr. LETCHER. To avoid all difficulty about 
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the matter, I withdraw my application now, and 
give notice thaton Friday morning | will call it 
u 


The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 89, noes 39. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whoie on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Seymour in the chair. ) 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee was 
last in session, it had under consideration the 


French spoliation bill, and had come to no reso- | 


lution thereon. 
entitled to the floor. 


The gentleman from Virginia is | 


Mr. LETCHER. Mr. Chairman, I do not | 


propose to make a speech at this time. I shall 
content myself to say what I have to say at some 
other stage of the debate. I surrender the floor 
now to one who can occupy it more usefully than 
I can—the distinguished gentleman from Mis- 
souri, [Mr. Benron.]} 

Mr. BENTON then addressed the committee 
during an hour, in opposition to the bill. [His 


| cific railroad bill, yesterday, at the request of the 


| indisposition. 
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| spoliation bill, and had come to no resolution 


thereon. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. As it is understood | 
that several gentlemen wish to speak upon the | 
French spoliation biil, I move that when we ad- | 
= 4 ay, we adjourn till to-morrow at eleven 
o’clock. 

Mr. SOLLERS. I object. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move that when 
the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet to-morrow 
at eleven o’clock. 


Mr. HENN. 


I object. 
CORRECTION. | 
During the vote upon the Pa- | 


Mr. SHAW. 


gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Green,}] I stated that | 
he was detained in his room in consequence of | 
Upon recurring to the proceedings | 


OBE. 





J anuary 25 





3 





—_ 


United States between the different contendine 


ae ing 
_ Powers in the war now waging in Europe; which 


were referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela. 
tions. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Delaware, pray. 
ing the reduction of the rates of ocean postace. 
which were referred to the Committee on the Pos: 


Office and Post Roads. 


| 


| 


| 


| of yesterday, in this morning’s Globe, I find that || 
| | am reported as having made such an excuse for | 


| Mr. Wane, of Ohio. 


remarks, withheld for revision, will be found in | 


the Appendix. 

Mr. DISNE 
of the bill. 
will be found in the Appendix. ] 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I would inquire 
whether the general discussion of this question 
was limited, this morning, before the House re- 
solved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN then made an hour’s 
speech against tendering to the Powers engaged 
in the European war the mediation of the United 
States. He desired our Government to confine 


addressed the committee in favor 


It is to close at three 


itself within the limits of its own legitimate sphere || 


of action, and not only to let other people alone, 
but to let its own people alone also. 
This speech will be found in the Appendix. } 
fr. ORR. I now move to amend the bill by 
striking out the first section. 

Mr. HAMILTON. 
the gentleman from South Carolina that he might 
yield the floor for the purpose of a motion that 
the committee do now rise. 

Mr. ORR. I should do so, but the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Goopricu] desires I 


Hi ks, withheld f isi is 
a ee ene | Speaker’s table, read the first and second time by | 


I was going to suggest to | 


should leave the floor to him for a moment, which , 


Ido. 

Mr. GOODRICH. 
sion of the committee—and I know they will grant 
it, because it will save time—to publish some re- 
marks which I have prepared on another subject. 
I should not think of occupying the time of the 
committee on any other subject than that before 
it; for | know the great interest that is felt in it. 
I desire to present some calculations, together with 
some remarks, on the subjectof our revenue laws, 


I desire to ask the permis- | 


in connection with the tariff. My attention was | 


called to this subject by seeing that a resolution 

was passed in the caucus of members of Congress 

some time ago. I simply ask the permission of 

the House to publish what I have prepared. 
Cries of ‘* Agreed!’ ** Agreed !’’] 

The speech of Mr. G. will be found in the 
Appendix.] 

Mr. GOODRICH. I move now that the com- 
mittee do rise. 

Mr. ORR. I yield the floor for that purpose. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would suggest 
that there are several gentlemen in the House who 
wish to speak on this bill; and they should have 
an opportunity of doing so. 

Mr. ORR. 
esy upon the -part of the committee to allow me 
to proceed with my remarks in the morning. 

r. HENN. 
tion that the committee rise, so that other gentle- 


I should consider it an act of court- | 


Is it in order to modify the mo-_ 


men may speak this evening, and the gentleman | 
from South Carolina (Mr. Orr] speak in the | 


morning. 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis not in order. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative. 


| 
| 


I simply state the fact, that 
the proper correction may be made. 

On motion by Mr. KEITT, by the unanimous | 
consent of the House, Senate bill (No. 523) ‘* to 
establish a court for the investigation of claims | 
against the United States,’’ was taken from the | 


| its title, and referred to the Committee on the 





| referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 


So the committee rose; and the Speaker having ] 
resumed the chair, the Chairman of the committee | tionary war, praying to be allowed half-pay com- 


reported that the Committee of the Whole.on the 
state of the Union had had under consideration 
the state of the Union generally, and especially 


Judiciary. 
On motion by Mr. HAMILTON, the House | 


Mr. COOPER presented the memorial of T, p. 
Tilden, praying the purchase, by the Senate, of 
the new edition of Mitchell’s Universal Atlas; 


| which was referred to the Committee on the Li. 


brary. 
Mr. PRATT. I desire to present the petition 
of the heirs-at-law of James Harper, who repre- 


| sent that their father was a brigade quartermaster 
| in the Virginia line of the revolutionary army; 


and that the State of Virginia issued to him scrip 
to the amount of five thousand three hundred and 
thirty-threeacres. They complain that the Depart. 
ment here has curtailed the amount by one half. 


| They suppose themselves to be entitled to the 


| whole amount of scrip issued to their ances'or by 


| 


then adjourned, at twenty minutes past three || 


o’clock, till to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. | 


IN SENATE. 
Tuorspay, January 25, 1855. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticer. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed Mr. | 
Rep to fill the vacancy in the Committee on the 


| District of Columbia, caused by the death of Mr. | 


| States, transmitting a report from the Secretary of 
|| the Interior asking, certain appropriations for the 


| setts, and in the cities of New York and Phila- 
| delphia.”? The President, in his message, states 


| purchase of sites, but to submit all proposals, made 
|| In response to public advertisement for several | 
|| weeks in the principal newspapers in each of the 


| together with accompanying documents, commu- 


| to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 





Norris. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a message from the President of the United 


payment of the Cherokee Indians; which was | 


to be printed. 

Also, a message from the President of the 
United States, transmitting a report of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior and of the Postmaster General, 


nicating what has been done in execution of the 
act of Congress of August 2, 1854, entitled ** An 
act to provide for the accommodation of the courts 
of the United States in the district of Massachu- 


that he has deemed it best, under the circum- 
stances, not to enter into any contracts for the 


cities designated, to Congress, for such action as 
it may deem proper to take in fulfillment of the 
original design of the law. 

On motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, the message, 
with the accompanying documents, was referred 


Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of N. | 
Westcott and others, citizens of the State of New 
York, in behalf of Gabriel Denton, an officer in 
the last war with Great Britain, praying that he | 


may be placed upon the pension list; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Also, a memorial of inhabitants of East Pem- 
broke, New York, praying the immediate passage 


the State of Virginia; and they therefore ask re. 
lief from Congress. 1 move that the petition be 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 


JOHN T. WATMOUGH. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I have been honored, sir, 
by the request of John T. Watmough, to present 
his memorial to the Senate of the United States, 
asking for the continuance of his pension, granted 


| to him in consideration of severe wounds received 


| Erie. 
/but as an extraordinary one. 
| many years ago, served in Congress, in the other 


\ 


| 











of the homestead bill; which was ordered to lieon 
the table. 

Mr. ROCKWELL presented the petition of 
Huldah Butler, daughter and heirof Colonel John 
Brown, who was killed in battle in the revolu- 


mutation; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 
Mr. SUMNER presented two pétitions of citi- 


| officer and a soldier. 


in the last war with Great Britain, and particu- 
larly the wounds received at the storming of Fort 
I do not p 2sent this as an ordinary case, 
This gentleman, 


House. While 1 was a member of this body, | 
became well acquainted with him, and I have seen 
one of the wounds that was inflicted upon him by 
the British at thestorming of Fort Erie. To give 


_ the Committee on Pensions, to whom I am about 


to move to refer this petitiun, and the Senate, some 
just idea of the services and sufferings of this gen- 
tleman, I will read a part of a report of General 


| Gaines, who was his commander, and who certi- 


fies, in the strongest language, to his merits as an 
Describing the storming of 
Fort Erie, and the terrible battle which occurred in 


_ the night, he says in the end of his report: 


“Tt was near four o’clock—and daylight, which of all 
things was then most desirable, was just beginning to dawn 
upon the contending fore when Watmough, having par- 
tially recovered from th low of a handspike, by which 
he had been knocked down in the assault on the half bas- 
tion, finding near it a six-pounder that had been silenced 
by the fall of a part of its gunners, loaded and openeda 
fire upon the enemy, then very near him. In this renewed 
effort he was soon cut off by a ball through his breast, from 
the last fire of the enemy’s musketry. About this time the 
platform of the half bastion was blown up, and the enemy’s 
columns that had been drawn up before it were driven 
back, and hastily retreated. The whole of his right wing 
had been forced to retreat more than half an hour previous 
to this explosion. I soon after found Watmough weltering 
in his blood, and though, to all appearances, morially 
wounded, he still retained his senses and self possession, 
notwithstanding it was evident that an ounce ball had 
passed through him, within an inch or two of his heart. 
Ile soon after gave me a detailed account of the occur- 
rences of the assault on the half bastion, which corrobo- 
rated the account given me by our beloved Williams, within 
the few hours in which he languished after the battie, and 
before his death, during the greater part of which he also 
retained his senses.’? 


I shall send this report of General Gaines, with 
the memorial, to the Chair, and I move that the 
report and the memorial be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions; and I hope that committee 
will act speedily upon the subject, so that this 


'| gentleman—one of the most meritorious of all the 


soldiers and officers of the war of 1812—may re- 
ceive some support, now much needed by him, 
from the Government of his country in his declin- 


ing years. 
The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of Har- 
riet H. Saunders, widow of Camillus Saunders, 
an officer of the United States revenue cutter ser- 
vice, who was lost on board the cutter Hamilton, 
praying a pension, and the petition of Jane M. 
Rudulph, praying a pension, submitted an ad- 
verse report thereon, which was ordered to be 


Senate bill No. 117, commonly called the French || zens of Delaware, praying the mediation of the || printed. . 





25, 


nding 
hich 
Rela. 


pray- 


tage. 


Post 


cB. 
e, of 
itlas: 


B ak. 


ition 
epre- 
aster 
rmy; 
scrip 
l and 
part. 
half, 
) the 
or b 

k = 
n be 


, Sir, 
esent 
ates, 
Anted 
bived 
‘ticu- 
Fort 
pase, 
nan, 
other 
ly, 1 
seen 
mn by 
give 
bout 
come 
gen- 
neral 
erti- 
iS an 
iz of 
edin 


of all 
Jawn 
y par- 
Thich 
bas- 
need 
ned a 
ewed 
from 
e the 
my’s 
‘iven 
wing 
rious 
ering 
tally 
sion, 
had 
eart. 
‘cur- 
rObO- 
ithin 
and 
also 


with 
the 
om- 
ittee 
this 
the 
r re- 
im, 
lin- 


ttee 


Ss. 
ren- 
[ar- 
ers, 
ger- 
on, 
M. 
ad- 
be 


1855. THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








—<— 


He also, from the same committee, to whom | 


Mr. BRODHEAD. As my friend from Cali- | 


was referred the memorial of Emily L. Slaughter, | fornia has moved a reconsideration of that vote, I 


widow of Commodore Slaughter, of the Navy, | 
praying & pension, submitted an adverse report 
thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was recommitted an adverse report of the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, on the petition of John Brown, 
praying back pension, to commence from the time 
“ was disabled in the last war with Great Britain, | 


submitted an adverse report thereon; which was | 


ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of 
Margaret C. Hanson, widow of Weightman K. 
Hanson, an officer of the Army, who died of dis- 
ease contracted in the service, praying that her 
pension may be made to commence from the day 
of the death of her husband, submitted an adverse 
report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of George Felker, praying 
that the children of George Felker, his father, may 
be paid the amount of ension due him at the time 
of his death, submitted an adverse report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of the heirs-at-law of 
Captain William Underwood, a soldier of the 
revolutionary war, praying an increase of pen- 
sion, asked to be discharged from its further con- 
sideration, and that the petitioners have leave to 
withdraw their petition and papers, on the ground 
that the Commissioner of Pensions has informed 
the committee that the case can be adjusted at his 
office, if application be made to him. 

The report was concurred in. 


Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of Oak- 
ley H. Wright, praying a pension in consideration 
of his services in the Navy in the Tripolitan war, 
and bounty land for services as a soldier in the 
last war with Great Britain, submitted an adverse 
report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill from the House of Repre- 
rentatives for the relief of Jeptha L. Heminger, 
reported it back without amendment. He also 
submitted a report on the subject; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Com- 


merce, to whom was referred the petition of Jere- | 
miah Moors, praying compensation for services | 


performed and losses sustagned in the construction 


of alight-house on Big Thunder Bay Island, in | 


Lake Huron, submitted a report, accompanied by 
a bill for his relief; which was read, and passed 
toa second reading. The report was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Public 


Lands, to whom was referred the petition of Susan | 
Palmer, widow of Junius B. Palmer, an officer of | 
the New York volunteers, in the last war with | 
Great Britain, praying to be allowed bounty land, | 


submitted a report, accompanied by a bill granting 
bounty land to Susan Palmer; wh@ch was read, and 
passed to a second reading. The report was 
ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS MARSTON TAYLOR. 


Mr. FISH. The committee of conference on || 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the | 


bill of the Senate for the relief of Thomas Marston 


Taylor, have instructed me to make a report, | 
recommending that the Senate recede from its dis- || 


agreement to the amendment of the House. As 
the papers in the case are in the House, I ask for 
no action on the report at present, but that it lie 
On the table. 


oe PRESIDENT. That course will be pur- 
sued. 


BOUNTY LAND BILL. 


Mr. WELLER. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment moved on the day before 
yesterday to the bounty land bill, by the Senator 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Bapcer,] was agreed 
to. I do not ask that the motion shall be consid- 
ered now. I simply desire that the motion be en- 
tered upon the Journal. I make the motion to-day 
because it is the last day on which the reconsider- 
ation can be moved. 


The PRESIDENT. The motion will be en- 
tered. 


| paupers sent from abroad. 


| give notice to the Senate that, at the earliest prac- | 
ticable moment, I shall move to take up the bounty 

land bill. 

NAVIGATION OF THE OHIO. 


Mr. CHASE asked and obtained the unani- 
| mous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill to 
| provide for the improvement of the navigation of 
| the Ohio river; which was read twice by its title, 


| 


| and, on motion by Mr. Cuase, made the special 
| order of the day for Monday next, when it is 
| expected the other bills for river and harbor im- 
| provement will be considered. 


CONVICT AND PAUPER IMMIGRATION. 


On motion by Mr. COOPER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolutions, sub- 
mitted by him on the Z3d instant: 


“ Resolved, That the President of the United States be, | 

| and he is hereby, respecttully requested to cause the Secre 
tary of State and the Secretary of the Treasury, respect- | 
ively, to communicate to the Senate such information as 
may be contained in their several Departments, relating to 

| the transportation of convicts and paupers into the United 
States from foreign countries, and what agency the Gov- 
ernments to which they belong have had in sending them 

| hither. Also, such information as they may possess relative 
to the voluntary immigration into the United States of the 
above classes, the numbers of each that have arrived here 

| within the last two years, whether voluntary or through 

the compulsory agency of their respective Governments. 

* Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be, and 
the same is hereby, instructed to inquire what legislation, 
if any, be necessary to prevent the Governments of foreign 
countries from transporting into the United States convicts 
and paupers. Also, whether any, and what, legislation is 
necessary to prevent the voluntary immigration into the 


| United States from foreign countries of either of the above 


classes of persons.”? | 


|| Mr. COOPER. Mr. President, my object in | 


presenting the resolutions which have just been 
read is to obtain, in the first place, such authentic 
information from the Departments of State and of 
| the Treasury as may be in their possession, rela- 
| tive to the number of foreign convicts and paupers 
| arriving annually in the United States, ciuher vol- | 
| untarily or through the compulsory agency of the | 
| Governments to which they belong; and, in the 
| second place, to procure, if possible, such legisla- 
| tion as will prevent the country from becoming 
| the asylum and refuge of thieves, burglars, and 





I presume, Mr. President, Senators are aware 
that a policy, which scarcely seeks concealment, | 
prevails amongst several of the States of conti- 
nental Europe, in virtue of which, convicted and 
unconvicted criminals and paupers are transported 
| to the United States, at the expense, and a the 
direction of their Governments. This policy, 
which is as unjust as it is unfriendly, should be 
put an end to by legislation, if it cannot be accom- 
= by negotiation. Nations in amity with us | 

ave no right to make of the United States a penal | 
colony; yet they are becoming so, by the tolera- | 
tion with which our Government has regarded 
the practice of sending hither paupers and felons. 
There is scarcely an emigrant ship which arrives 
in our ports that is not, to some extent,,freighted 
with this kind of cargo. This has long been an 
| evil; but latterly it has increased in magnitude, 
| and to such an extent as to be justly regarded | 
with alarm. Buta month or two since, a single 
| vessel landed in New York one hundred and fifty 
paupers, and fifteen or sixteen convicts, wearing, | 
as the badges of their conviction, chains upon 
| their limbs. More recently, another vessel, 
freighted with a similar cargo, was wrecked on 
| Sable Island, from whence the passengers were | 
carried to Halifax, and from Halifax were brought | 
to New York, by the way of Boston. By an affi- 





davit made by one of these passengers, it appears | 
| that they are natives of Switzerland, who, being 

| unable to support themselves at home, were sent | 
hither at the expense of the municipality to which 
they belonged. The following is the affidavit: 


‘City and County of New York, ss.: We, the undersigned, 
being duly sworn, do depose and say out, that we and our 
families, whose number is correctly taken down opposite | 
to our names, on the foot of this affidavit, are natives of | 
Switzerland ; that they were poor in their own country and | 
could not support themselves there any longer; that there - 
fore the mayor of their village has paid their passage money | 
direct to New York, and that therefore their passage money 








|| has not been paid by these deponents ; that they embarked 
|| at Antwerp on board the ship Arcadia, which vessel was | 
,| intended for New York, but wrecked at Sable Island ; that | 
i] they sailed from Boston on board the passenger steamboat | 

State of Maine, and arrived in the port of New York on 
board the said steamer on the 2d day of January, 1855; that 
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they are now quite destitute and without any means for 


support, except from commissioners of emigration; and 
further they do not say. 


(Here follow signatures. ) 

“ Sworn before me this tenth day of January, 1835. 

“ EDWARD CASSERLY, 
Comnissioner of Deeds.” 

But it is not only thriftless paupers who are 
sent hither to add to the burden of our poor laws, 
and stand between native misfortune and the relief 
provided for it by charity. Felons, convicts, deep- 
dyed in crime, are sent to this country by their 
Governments, Lately, the Sardinian Government 
shipped to New York, on board a national vessel, 
(the Degennes man-of-war,) thirty-four convicted 
criminals. Whether they have yet arrived, I am 
notable tosay. Butthat they were shipped for the 
port of New York there is no doubt. The Tri- 
bune has the following paragraph in relation to 
the subject: 

‘© Information has been received bere, from a private 
source worthy of the highest confidence, to the effect that 
the thirty-four persons in question are not mere political 
offenders, but are convicted criminals of the most danger- 
ous description, taken from the prisons of that country.”’ 

It is a common practicg in several of the States 
of continental Europe to auction off to the lowest 
bidder, to the person who will bring them hither 
cheapest, their paupers, and, in some instances, 
the inmates of their prisons and penitentiaries. 
Agents of the great passenger lines of packet ships 
are maintained in these States for the purpose of 
making arrangements with the municipal author- 
ities of the various towns, for the removal of their 
paupers to Antwerp, Bremen, Havre, or other 
sea-port towns, with a view to their transporta- 
tion to the United States. In England, or rather 
Ireland, a similar system is pursued; and Miss 
Dix, amiable, benevolent, and philanthropic, as 
she has proved herself to be, by a life of devotion 
to the interests of suffering and unfortunate hu- 
manity, writes to her friends in thiscountry from 
Ireland, where she is now sojourning, in terms of 
indignation, excited by witnessing the practices 
of the English Government, in pouring upon our 
shores the polluted population of their hospitals, 
alms-houses, and prisons. 

Mr. President, it is time that a stop should 
be put to these practices on the part of the Gov- 
ernments of Europe. If it cannot be effected by 
negotiation, surely we have the power to do it by 
legislation. The inherent right of every commu- 
nity to protect itself against the contagion of vice 
and crime, as well as of disease, will hardly be 
questioned. We have our quarantine laws to 
protect us against the introduction of small-pox, 
cholera, and other kinds of pestilence; and these 
laws we enforce even to the detriment of com- 
merce. But hitherto we have neglected to guard 
ourselves against a more destructive pestilence 
than small-pox or cholera. While our sea-ports 
and the gates of our cities and towns have been 
closed against the contagion of disease, they have 
been opened wide to admit the more fatal contagion 
which is flowing upon us, in the shape of pauperism 
and crime, from the prisons and lazar-houses of 
Europe. We dread fever and the plague, and 
endeavor to exclude: them, while ‘‘ the pestilence 
which walketh in darkness and blighteth at mid- 
day,’ has been suffered to enter without let or 
hindrance. It is time we should open our eyes 
and look the evil in the face; we should examine 
our prison and alms-house statistics, and provide 
a remedy, cost what it may. 

An insult to our flag, by a failure to salute it 
with the required number of guns, a refusal to 
indemnify a citizen for a wrong committed on hia 
person or property, or the neglect of some point 
of national etiquette by a foreign Government, is 
always followed by a demand for explanation 
and apology; and if explanation be cenied, our 
national pride takes fire, and war, ultima ratio 
regum, the last argument of Kings, is immediately 
threatened. But against emptying upon us the 
contents of hospitals, and houses of refuge, and 
prisons, we have nothing to object; we are tamely 
acquiescent, for fear that opposition might be con- 

| strued into hostility to other classes of immigrant 
foreigners, whose votes may be esteemed necessary 
to the success of this party or that. Operated on 
| by motives so unworthy and unmanly, American 
| statesmen and legislators have stood by, with 
| folded arms, and permitted the fairest heritage 
that Heaven has ever vouchsafed to a people to be 


|| overrun by the inmates of foreign prisons, and 
|| the corrupted and impoverished hordes of foreign 
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I am willing that this country should || 


continue to be the asylum of the oppressed of | 
every land, that out of its abundance the virtuous || 


needy ehould be fed as heretofore; that in its | 


| 


institutions, they should find protection for per- | 


son and property. But, Mr. President, the time 
has come when the door of admission should be 
closed forever against all settled and legalized pau- 
pers, and all persons convicted or suspected of 
crime, who shall be sent hither through the agency 
of their respective Governments. If a stop be 
not speedily put to this kind of immigration, the 
fountains of public morality will be corrupted, 
and the public safety compromised. Can it be 
otherwise, when those who are brought here are 
the vicious, the turbulent conspirators against 
order, pickpockets, thieves, burglers, and mur- 


derers? These people are the stuff of which mobs | 


are made; they are the class which invade the 
purity of the ballot-box, and interfere with the 
elective franchise. 

In the great cities of the Republic, in New York, 


become gigantic—frightful. Not only have the 
irresolute and timid become alarmed at the mag- 
nitude of the mischief which threatens the public 
peace and endangers the public morals, but firm- 
minded and far-sighted statesmen have likewise 
seen and appreciated the imminence of the danger, 
and the necessity of prompt and energetic meas- 
ures to arrest it. The Mayor of the city of New 


York refers to the subject in a late message to the | 


aldermen and members of the common council, 
and has, also, addressed a communication on the 
same subject to the President of the United States. 
The following is an extract from his message: 


‘It has long been the practice of many Governments on 
the continent of Burope, to get rid of convicts and paupers 
by sending them to this country, and most generally to this 
port. 
cause rather than to defect in the criminal laws or their 
administration. An examination of thecriminal and pauper 
records, shows conclusivefy that it is but asmall proportion 
of these unfortunates who are natives of thiscountry. One 
of the very heaviest burdens we bear is the support of these 
people, even when considering the direct cost; but when 


estimating the evil influences upon society, and the con- | 


taminating effect upon all who come within the range of 
their depraved minds, it becomes a matter exceedingly 
serious, and demanding immediate and complete eradica- 
tion. I know of no subject of more importance ; certainly 


we have the power to protect this city against the landing | 


of so vile an addition to our population ; the health, as well 
as the life and property of the people for whom you legis- 
late, requires some action at your hands. I am confident 
the Generali Government will listen to any representations 
from you relating to it, and interpose its national authority 
in our behalf. On the 2d instant, [ made this grievance the 
subject of an official communication to the President of the 
United States.”’ 


By the extract from the message, which I have | 


just now read, but a very few of the dangers and 
mischiefs to which the country is exposed from 
this class of immigrants have been adverted to. 
But it exhibits enough to lead to inquiry; and an 
inquiry into the poor and criminal statistics of the 


country is well calculated to startle the equanimity | 
end alarm the apprehension of every Christian and | 


patriot in the land. But before I proceed to call 
the attention of the Senate and country to the 
startling facts which these statistics exhibit, | 
desire to advert briefly to another mischief, not 
wholly, but, nevertheless, to some extent, the 
result of admitting into the country the idle and 
turbulent spirits sent hither in order to relieve 
their own Governments of their dangerous pres- 
ence. I refer, Mr. President, to the practice now 
prevalent in the larger cities, of organizing volun- 
teer companies and battalions composed wholly of 
foreigners, bearing foreign names, wearing foreign 
uniforms, and parading under foreign colors. In 
New York, Boston, and elsewhere, you hear of 
German Yagers, French Chasseurs, Irish Greens, 


The increase of crime here can be traced to this | 





Swiss Guards, &c.; and I am informed that in | 


the first named city there is a brigade composed 
entirely of Irishmen, and called the Irish brigade. 
Now, sir, this is all wrong, and would be tolerated 
by no other Government on the face of the earth. 

When, by the liberal character of our institu- 
tions, and the blessings and advantages which our 
laws confer, the subjects of other Governments 
were invited to our shores, it was never intended 
they should enter into separate organizations, 
civil or military, or cultivate an esprit de corps 
amongst themselves, calculated to leave them 
foreigners in feeling and in habits, though dwell- 


_ of the American people. 
glorious stars and*stripes—borne over their own | 
and their fathers’ heads, both by land and sea, on | 
many a bloody day, is, With them, a holy em- | 
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ing in our midst, and owing allegiance to our 
laws. Naturelized foreigners should renounce all 





1] 


allegiance to their former Governments, both in | 


substance and in form, and identify themselves 
with the country of their adoption in the most 
unreserved manner. Let them, if they please, 
unite with our volunteer and militia organizations 
for the purpose of acquiring a knowledge of the 


BE. 
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use of arms; but let them beware of forming sep- | 
| arate organizations, by which jealousy may be 


excited, and doubts of their attachment to their 
adopted country, and its people, created. Such 
organizations of naturalized citizens, officered by 
foreigners in strange dress, and mustering under 
strange flags, will never be tolerated by the mass 
Their own banner—the 


| blem—holy as the Ark of the Covenant to the 
| Israelites of old, and associated with memories 


|| that consecrate it in every American heart. 
Philade!phia, Boston, Baltimore, St. Louis, and || 
New Orleans, the evilsawhich have grown out of | 
the admission of these classes of immigrants have | 











| starry flag of the Republic. 
in heart, it will cost them nothing to organize, and | 


This | 


| left. 


uphold them. 
| of devotion to our institutions. 
| plained that they have formed separate organiza- 


No 
heraldic blazonry, no matter how ancient, no mat- 
ter who may have borne it, or over what fields of 


can ever be compared, in our eyes, with the sim- 
ple ‘* stars and stripes.”” 
destroy the idea of unity which it represents, to 
intimate a doubt of its perpetuity, and manifest 
a preference that is repulsive to every feeling 
of our hearts. Foreigners, therefore, who have 
renounced their allegiance to Kings, and made 


themselves sharers with us in the heritage of lib- | 
erty and all its concomitant advantages and bless- | 
ings, should cast behind them the insignia of | 


tyranny and rally with their native brethren in 
hearty accord, under the banner of freedom—the 
If they be Americans 


if need be to fight and die beneath its folds. 
flag has waved over the heads of heroes; and 


though it was ridiculed but a few years since, as 
it now floats in 


> 


a piece of ‘striped bunting, 
every sea, in proud equality with the tri-color of 
France and the St. George of England; its shadow 
affording protection to those who have a right to 
claim it, In every quarter of the globe. Why, 
then, should naturalized citizens apparently re- 
p idiate it, by raising another? 
al, organize separately, when duty and sound 
policy alike urge them to make their fellow- 


ship with us perfect by unity of action in every | 
If they have brought with them | 


possible case? 
feelings of attachment to their native land, let 
them cherish them in their hearts, for such feelings 
are amiable and exist in every generous bosom. 


No one will find fault with them for indulging in | 
memories which carry them back to the homes of | 


their childhood; and no one will complain, even if 
they should confess, that there are things and 
places dear to their hearts, in the land they have 
All we ask of them is, that having been re- 
ceived as brethren, they should conduct them- 
selves as such, and not as rivals or enemies. 

It may be alleged, Mr. President, that these 
people aré none the less attached to our institutions 


| because they have formed military associations, 


with a view to qualify themselves to defend and 
I do not charge them with a want 
1 have only com- 


tions; that they have not, as both policy and 


| safety require, associated with them native-born 
| citizens; that these separate organizations are cal- 


culated to excite jealousy; and that between these 
foreign organizations and similar native organiza- 


tions there is danger of collision, and of such a | 


character as is frightful to contemplate. If, instead 


of being formed of foreigners alone, these compa- | 


nies and battalions had been composed of some- 
thing like equal proportions of natives and for- 
eigners, the danger that is to be apprehended 
would cease to exist, or exist only in a modified 
form. From these organizations there is nothing 
to be gained, even by those who compose them. 
On the contrary, thesuspicion and jealousy which 
they excite operate to their disadvantage. And 
here, Mr. President, allow me to say, that, while 
[ have not questioned the patriotism of the mass 
of those who compose these military organiza- 
tions, I think there is reason to believe that many 
of the individuals belonging to them are desperate 
characters, who would not greatly deplore such 
a collision, as is not improbable in the present 


To raise another is to | 


And why above | 


excited state of the public mind. The great mass 
of their own countrymen—those who come here 
in good faith, to seek a livelihood and a home, ave 
seldom found connected with these associations as 
members. Engaged in subduing the wilderness 
of the far West, or pursuing their avocations jin 
the cities and towns, they have neither time jor 
disposition to unite withthem. But too generally 

if the testimony on the subject is to be believed’ 
they are composed of the idle and dissolute, of 
those who, fond of the excitement of militar 


| shows, have no fixed purpose in view, while the 








| order, is comparatively small. 


number of the substantial men of business, whose 
thrift would be a guarantee for the preservation of 
Under these cir. 
cumstances, it is time that steps were taken to 
correct the evi]. 

I am aware, Mr. President, that it is not ful] 
within the constitutional competency of Congress 


| or of the General Government, to provide what 
|| might be regarded as an adequate remedy for the 
| mischiefs but too likely to grow out of these or. 


| ganizations. 


The President of the United States 


| has but a modified control over the volunteers and 
deathless renown it may have floated in triumph, || 








other militia of the several States. To the States, 
therefore, and the Governors of the States, it be. 
longs to remedy the presently existing evil. But 
Congress, also, has a duty to perform in reference 
to this subject, by providing, as far as possible, 


| against the admission into the country of those 


dangerous and desperate men who come here from 
foreign work-houses and prisons by the compul- 
sory agency of the Governments to which they 
belong. If an adequate security against the future 
transportation of this class of men into the coun- 
try cannot be provided by negotiation, it should 
be done by legislation. Congress hgs the power 
to make such regulations as will effectually close 
the door against the admission of this class of im- 
migrants; and it will be recreant to one of its 
highest duties if it should fail to exercise it. Not 
only is the corruption of the public morals to be 
apprehended from the admission of these men, 
but the public peace and security are likewise 
endangered by it. Private property, health, life, 
morals, reputation, everything dear to communi- 
ties and individuals, is endangered by receiving 
this class of men. The evil is not a new one, it 
is true; but it is frightfully on the increase. A 
number of years ago, during the period, I am 
informed, that General Samuel Smith was Mayor 
of the city of Baltimore, a ship-load of Hessian 
convicts, two hundred and sixty in number, were 
brought into port, witmanacles and fetters stil! 


| remaining on their hands and feet. General Smith, 


having discovered the character of the passengers, 
detained the vessel at Fort McHenry until he 
could communicate with the Secretary of State, at 
Washington, on the subject, which he did. By 
the latter, however, he was informed that there 
was no remedy—there being no law to prevent 
their landing; and so the citizens of Baltimore were 
obliged to look on and see two hundred and sixty 
convicts landed in their midst, and turned loose 
upon society. So desperate, too, was the charac- 
ter of these af Pan ge to my informant, that 
they had to be brought over in chains, and were 
actually landed with their handcuffs and fetters 


| upon them. 


Lately (so lately that they have probably not 
yet arrived) the Sardinian Government, as I have 
already stated, sent over, in a national vessel, (the 
Degennes, man-of-war,) thirty or forty convicts, 
men of desperate fortunes and lives; old convicts, 
who will here become schoolmasters of vice and 
learned professors of crime. Is it not time, Mr. 
President, in view of such facts as these, that the 
most vigorous measures should be adopted to pre- 
vent the country from becoming a mere penal 
colony of the Governments of Europe? Hatin 
our institutions, and jealous of the unexample 
progress of the nation in wealth, power, and great- 
ness, yet afraid to assail us openly, does not their 
conduct, in this respect, almost look as if it were 
the result of a determination on their part to con- 
rupt the fountains of our prosperity by sapping 
the morals of our people. Fora far less offense 
than that which is continually being committed 
against us by the Governments of continents! 
Europe, war would be justifiable. But to this 
extremity we need not proceed. There are other 
remedial means less costly, and more effectual, if 
not to punish the offending Governments, at least 
to prevent the recurrence of the offense; and to 
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these we must have resort if we would stay the || and the average in all the States is a fraction less || to be invaded by men, trained to vies in the worke 


food of pauperism and crime flowing in upon us 
from the Old World. : 

And who, Mr. President, permit me to ask, || 
will resist the attempt, or be offended at its suc- 
cess? Willthe honest foreigner—who comes, bona 
ide, to escape oppression at home and enjoy lib- 
erty here—object because we refuse to permit the 
asylum which he has sought as a home for him- 
seit and his children to become the refuge of 
thieves, and rourderers, or the thriftless inmates of 
European work-houses? Our advantage, and the || 
advantage of our children, will be his advantage, 
and the advantage of his children, from generation 
togeneration. Him, therefore, we cannot offend || 
by pursuing the course which the national safety 
demands. Who, then, willcomplain? It is easy 
to answer: Those whom we shall offend—the 
unfeeling, but calculating despots who send hither, 
by compulsion, the wretched and miserable in- 
mates of their alms-houses and hospitals, reduced 
to poverty and want, and afflicted by disease in 
consequence of the burdens and hardships oc- 
casioned by unjust wars, waged for conquest or 
to gratify pride. They will complain, (but not 
openly,) because, instead of fifty shillings paid per 
head for transporting paupers to this country, 
trevle that sum will be required to maintain them 
at home. Another class may also object to 
the measures which we may take for our own 
security—I mean the convicts and felons, who will 
be left to expiate their crimes in the solitude of 
native prisons, instead of pursuing a career of pros- 
perous villany here, because their rulers will not 
dare to turn them loose at home, though willing to 
do it here. 

I now beg leave, briefly, to call attention to the 
state of pauperism and crime in the United States, | 
as disclosed by the census, prison discipline socie- 
ties, and other similar associations. And first, I 
refer to pauperism as it existed in 1850. 

The foreign population of the United States, in 
1850, as compared to the native, was nearly as one 
to ten, there being 21,947,274 natives, and 2,244,602 
foreigners. The whole number of paupers sup- 
ported, wholly or nartially, in the last mentioned 
year, was 134,792; and of this number, 68,538 
were of foreign birth, leaving but 66,434 natives. 

In 1850 the number of paupers supported in the || 
poor-houses of Massachusetts, and who received || 
pacual support out of doors, was 15,777; and of 
this number 6 530 were native, and 9,247 foreign- 
ers. In New York the whole number was 59,855; 
and of this 19,275 were natives, and 40,580 for- 
eigners. In Pennsylvania the whole number was 
11,551; and of this 5,898 were natives, and 5,635 || 
foreigners. In Rhode Island, the whole number || 
was 2 560; and of this ],115 were native, and ] ,445 
foreigners. 

| suall pursue these statistics of pauperism no 
further, being compelled to turn to a calendar of || 
crime absolutely sickening in its details. And I 
shall first call attention to the number of criminals 
who were convicted by the courts of several States || 
in 1850. In Connecticut the whole number of |; 
convictions was 850; and of these, 545 were na- 
tives,and 305 foreigners. In lifnois the whole 
number convicted was 316; and of these 127 were || 
natives, and 189 foreigners. In Maine the whole 
number convicted was 744; and of these 284 were 
natives, and 460 foreigners. In Massachusetts 
the whole number was 7,250; and of these 3,336 
were natives, and 3,884 foreigners. In Missouri 
there were 9U8 convictions; and of these 242 were 
natives, and 666 foreigners. In New York the 
number of convictions was 10,279; and of these 
3,962 were natives, and 6,317 foreigners. In 


| landed on our shores. 


| native country, these men arrive here, in many 


| their voyage, and who are equally needy, into 


| the amount of crime perpetrated by the native and | 


| of their Governments, being thriftless at home, 
| 


| of such as these that objection is made. 


than six to one. 

But it is in convictions for capital offenses that || 
the proportion of foreign and native-born becomes 
startling. It is true, | have found no extended 
data from which to make the comparison. But out 
of two hundred and twenty convictions which took 
place, in about eighteen months, in seven States, 
viz.,in New York, Pennsylvania, Missouri, Lou- 
isiana, New Jersey, Massachusetts, and Mary- 
land, there were one hundred and thirty-eight of || 
foreigners to eighty-two of natives. But our 
wonder at the magnitude of the proportion of 
foreigners to natives vanishes when we recollect | 
that hundreds and thousands of convicts, from 
European work-houses and prisons, are annually 
Trained to crimeat home, 
and sent hither only because their presence en- 
dangers the peace and security of society in their 


instances, direct from prison, and consequently || 
destitute of means of support. To obtain it, || 
they betake themselves to their old courses; and || 
not only do they commit crimes themselves, but || 
lead those with whom they become acquainted on 


their perpetration. These facts account, to some 
extent, for the enormous disproportion between 


foreign-born. But it is not only the convicts who 
are sent hither and their pupils, who figure so | 
large in the dark calendar of crime. The paupers, 
who are brought here by the compulsory agency || 
Idleness is too often the 
At home, in || 


become criminals here. 
parent of vice, as well as of want. 
their own country, idleness begot want; and here, 
both together begetcrime. Here, then, is another 
reason why the amount of crime committed by 
foreigners rises in such huge disproportion above 
the amount committed by natives. 

I do not wish to be understood, Mr. President, 
by what I have said just now, that poverty or | 
even declared pauperism furnishes evidence of 
guilt. By no means, sir, would I be so under- 
stood. [am aware that in European countries, 
especially, there are,so many clogs to industry, 
so many burdens to be borne, and so much preca- 
riousness in the means of procuring a livelihood, 
that the honestand virtuous, as well as the idleand 
vicious, often fail in doing it. In those countries 
where every hour of the laborer’s time is required 
to provide a scanty sulsistence for himself and his 
family, a visitation of providence, afflicting him | 
with disease, may render him desutute, and com- 
pel him to seek the aid of public charity, or see 
his family starve before his eyes. Here, where 
wages remunerate better, though disease and 
effliction should overtake the laborer, restoration | 
to health may restore him to the possession of com- | 
petence; but there, in the countries to which | | 
have referred, if the laborer should get behindhand | 
but for a month, or even a week, he becomes a 
slave, and his life a struggle with want. For de- 
siring to free himself from the hardships of his 
condition, and find a happier home and plenty in 
a land of plenty, no one can find fault. To such 
our doors have been always open, and against 
them, I trust, they will never be closed. Those 
who come to this country, fugitives from injustice | 
and oppression, to cast in thgir lot and become 
one with us, will always find a welcome. It is 
not against the immigration into the — 
i is 
only «against the admission of the turbulent, 
evil-doers, conspirators—not against thrones and 
throned oppression, but against society—that | | 








Pennsylvania the number of convictions was 857; 
and of these 594 were natives, and 293 foreigners. 
In Vermont the number convicted was 79, of 
whom 34 were natives, and 45 foreigners. 

By a table published in the Compendium of the 
Seventh Census, giving the number of convicts in 
the prisons and penitentiaries of the several States, 
out of every ten thousand of the population, the 
proportion of natives and foreigners in that num- 
ber is as follows: 


In Maine, out of every ten thousand, is five || tutions, of all who desire the preservation of social 
| order, who value the purity of the public morals, 


foreigners to one native. In Kentucky, six to 
one. In Mississippi, ten totwo. In New York, 
three to one. In Tennessee, fifteen to two. In 

ermont, eight to one. In South Carolina, twen- 


object. Against the admission of these, and the | 
admission of paupers, declared such by law, and 
sent to this country by the compulsory agency of 
the Governments to which they belong, I object 
in the name of the American people; and here 
to-day, in my place in the Senate, ask that mea:- | 
ures may be taken to prevent it for the future’ | 
ask this in the name of the naturalized as well as 
of the native citizens. | ask it in the name and 
on the behalf of all who have a stake in our insti- 


the freedom of the elective franchise, and who are | 


| hope which animates him for the future. 


| houses and penitentiaries require extension. 
| to prevent all this, at least as far as it is possible, 
| that I ask the interposition of Congress and of the 


|| be received. 
|| latterly, (once yesterday,) very ungraciously, as 


houses and prisons of Europe, and sent here to 
propagate disorder and crime. This class of for- 
eigners, taught at home t6 repudiate everything 
venerable in human institutions, have already 
raised the standard of Atheism and irreligion in 
our cities, and declared a war of extermination 


| against the dogmas of every creed—against the 


faith which supported man in the past, and the 
If these 
apostles of vice and disorder are to be reinforced 
continually with fresh recruits from the prisons of 
the Oid World, we will soon find that our statistics 
of crime will need revision; mobs, riots, murders 
will be multiplied; our courts of criminal jurisdic- 
tion must be increased in number, and our work- 
It is 


State Legislatures within their respective spheres. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, I desire to 
make a word of comment on the subject to which 
my honorable colleague has referred. I have 
listened with interest—as | always do—to his 


| remarks, and my principa® purpose was to ascer- 


tain what practical measure he proposed on this 
subject. It is much easier to make a speech on a 
subject of this kind than it is to introduce a bill 
whick conforms te the Constitution. Now, sir, 


| he has not told us in what mode he proposes to 


remedy the evil of which he complains. 

Mr. COOPER. Will my colleague allow me 
to interrupt him ? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Certainly. 

Mr. COOPER. If my colleague had paid 
attention to what preceded my speech he would 
have known the practical intent of it. There was 
a resolution proposed by me, calling for informa- 
tion, and on that information I stated, in the 

| course of my remarks, | expected action would 
| be taken. I introduced two resolutions, one re- 
| questing the President, through the Departments 
| of the State and Treasury, to furnish us with 


|| information; and another, asking the Judiciary 


| Committee to act when such information should 
Sir, my colleague has once or twice 


| it seemed to me, referred to his colleague. He 


|| ought to be well enough acquainted with his col- 


league to know that he will not permit himself to 
| be twitted or censured, for the mere purpose of 
| being twitted and censured. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, there is no 
| occasion for any irritation of manner on the part 
| of my colleague, or any language calculated to 
| excite unkind feelings. | stated yesterday, that in 
| delivering over the bounty land bill, I delivered it 
| to my distinguished friend from Delaware, [Mr. 

Cuiayton,] aided by my honorable colleague and 

the accomplished gentleman from North Carolina, 

(Mr. Bapcer.] They had succeeded in intro- 
| ducing amendments which, I thought, destroyed 

its purpose. * I assure my colleague that | alluded 
| to that fact in no unkind spirit. 

Now, sir, | think there was nothing in the re- 
mark which I just made to cause any irritation 
of feeling or manner on the part of my colleague. 
He knows that he has a right to introduce a bill 
on this subject to remedy the evil of which he 
complains; and I wanted to know how, by such 
a bill, he could comply with the Constitution, and 
not interfere with State sovereignty. It is a sub- 
ject over which I supposed the States had juris- 
diction, and they haveexertedit. Yearsago they 
exerted it, and the authority has been sustained by 
the Supreme Court of the United States. In the 
State of New York every foreigner who comes 
there is taxed; every ship-owner that brings a 
cargo of foreigners must give security that they 
will not become paupers ahengentiio upon the city. 
Do not the States and local corporations sustain 
| foreign poor? Then where is the jurisdiction in 
Congress? Congress has power to ‘ establish a 
uniform rule of naturalization,’’ and that is ail. 
Hence it was that | wished to know what prac- 
tical measure of relief my colleague had to pro- 
pose. Iam opposed as much as he is to the in- 
| troduction of foreign paupers and criminals into 
| the United States. 
| And now, Mr. Président, since my honorable 





the heritage of liberty which our fathers left us. | 





a to one. In Alabama, fifty to one. In 


| But the preservation of this heritage, glorious, 


interested in transmitting to posterity unimpaired H 


colleague has answered me in this spirit, | must 
be permitted to say that he is very late in the da 
| in bringing forward this subject; for one mont 


eorgia, six to one. In Indiana, four to one; |i beneficent, as it is, is impossible, if we permit it |! ago, on the motion of the honorable Senator from 
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Mississippi, [Mr. Apams,] the whole matter was 
referred to the Judiciary Committee. That Sena- | 
tor made a speech upon that occasion. The very 
subject-matter contained in the second resolution 


of my colleague is now pending before the Ju- | 


diciary Committee, upon the remarks and bill of 


cially directed their attention to the subject. 
r. President, it must have been known to my | 
colleague—it was known to me, it is known to 
almost all intelligent men inthis country —that this 
species of improper immigration has been thrown 


like to know why it was not brought forward 
here at an earlier day. I presume my colleague 
was embarrassed on this point, as 1 have been, 
because I do not know how to frame a bill which 
would not conflict with State authority, State 
rights, and State jurisdiction. All the Atlantic 
States have inspection laws, quarantine regula- 
tions, &c. 

My honorable colleague has referred to improper 
associations of foreigners. He has condemned 
euch associations; and®I have nothing to say at 
this time in their defense, and, therefore, presume 
he will have no objections to accepting an addi- 
tional resolution. One of his resolutions makesa 
call on the Departments; the other instructs the 
Judiciary Committee on the subject. As he has | 
referred to improper associations, I will ask him 
to add the following as an additional resolution: 


Kesolved, That all secret organizations for political pur- | 
poses are contrary to the genius of our institutions, and 
dangerous to the liberties of the people. 


Mr. COOPER. You can offer it as an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Ihad hoped my colleague 
would have no objection to a resolution of that 


kind. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bensamin.) 
The question is on the adoption of the amend- | 
ment. 

Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, | desire to 
move to amend the amendment which has just been | 
proposed by the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. | 


Bropvueap,]} by adding to it the following resolu- | 
tions: 


| the Committee on the Judiciary is, in my judg- | 
the honorable Senator from Mississippi, who espe- | 


| have. 
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ing the information in any other way. I do not | to-day, for the first time, the reason 
presume to inquire into any object which the hon- | 
|| orable Senator may have in seeking the inform- 


ation. 
The second resolution, referring the subject to 


ment, evidently premature; because, until you 


|| obtain the information, I do not see what you || 


have to refer for the purpose of jegislative action; 
and it seems to me that the second ought not to 


sylvania, (Mr. Bropueap,} and by the Senator 
from California, propound principles to which I 


fully assent; but it seems to me that we should 

not deal in abstractions here in the Senate, unless || 

| there be some object to be effected by them out- ! the honorable Senator aright, 
| 


side of the enunciation of abstractions. If so, the 
object ought to be declared; and we ought to 
know the effect those resolutions are expected to 


to me we can all agree to them; but why are we 


| called upon to vote on suchabstractions now? Is 
| there any measure before us which requires it ? 


| If not, on what principle should such resolutions 





| be passed ? 


And if they shall be appended to the 
first resolution of the honorable Senator from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cooper,] which was a mere 
resolution of inquiry, for which, as such, | am 
perfectly willing to vote, I shall move to lay the 


| 
whole subject on the table. 


Mr. HUNTER. I move to postpone the prior 
—— that we may take up the Army appropria- 
tion bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. What dispo- 


'| sition shall be made of these resolutions? They 
|| are pending. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to postpone them. I | 
| include all 


rior orders in my motion. 
Mr. CASS. 


the bills which are pending, to continue some of 
the most important improvements in the country. 
I do not oppose the proposition of the Senator 
from Virginia, but I hope weshall have an oppor- 


|| tunity to dispose of the bills to which | have 


Resolved, Thatin our system of Government, free speech || referred. 


and open discussion are essential, not only for the purpose | 
of instructing the public mind, but also to secure a due 
responsibility to the people in regard to political action, 
and that all societies which deliberate and determine upon 
measures of public policy, secretly and apart from their fel- 
low-citizens, pursue a course which must become danger- | 
ous In a popular Government, and will destroy, in the end, 
that fraternal feeling and sense of common interest so | 
necessary amongst citizens of the same State or Confed- | 
eracy. 

Resolved, That the establishment of religious freedom in | 
this country was one of the great objects of the Constitu- | 
tion of the United States, which provided no other qualifi- 
cation for office, in pointof faith, than an oath to support 
that Constitution, which prescribes that ‘ no religious test 
shall ever be required as a qualification to any office or | 
public trast under the United States,’’ and declares that | 
*« Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof;’’ and | 
any political combinations, therefore, which seek, in any 
manner, to attain the ends thus prohibited, through the 
elective franchise, violate the spirit, although they may 
evade the letter, of the Constitution as fully and completely 
as if the same objects were accomplished under the forms 
of law. 


{ submit these resolutions in addition to the 
resolutions offered by the Senator from Pennsy!l- 
vania. I shall have accomplished my object if I 
can procure a vote of the Senate upon these prin- 
ciples. I do not desire to discuss them unless 





they meet with opposition; but if there be any 
Senator here who desires to take issue upon the) 
principles enunciated in these resolutions, | shall | 
be very glad to break a lance with him. I offer | 
these resolutions for the consideration of the Sen- 


na 8. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, I accept the amendment | 
of the Senator from California. Let us have a| 
vote on it. 

Mr. BAYARD. 
discuss these resolutions. The first resolution | 
offered = the honorable Senator from Pennsyl- | 
vania [Mr. Cooper] is & resolution of inquiry. | 
I have never known a resolution of inquiry to be | 
objected to in this body. ‘It is to obtain inform- 
ation in an official form, which we all of us may 
have attained, but probably imperfectly and par- | 
tially, ina _— of modes, through newspapers 
and otherwise. I can see no possibility of obtain- 





| which is before this body. 


United States refer a bill to me, I will take charge | 
| of it. 


Mr. CLAYTON. I do not propose to interfere 


at all in the debate which has arisen on the resolu- | 
tions presented by the Senator from Pennsyl- | 


vania. 


Mr. HUNTER. The motion before us is not | 
on those resolutions, but on taking up the Army || 


appropriation bill. 


r. CLAYTON. The motion was to post- | 
|| pone the resolutions, and I have risen to debate | 


that motion. An allusion was made to me, in 
common with two other gentlemen, by the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bropueap,] in which, 
if I understood him, he chose to say, that he had 
delivered over the bounty land bill to the gentleman 
from North Carolina, his colleague, and myself. 
Now, sir, I do not know what authority that hon- 
orable Senator has for delivering over to me a bill 


Nor do I know any reason why the hon- 
orable Senator should desire to confer upon me 
the labor of carryjng through the bounty land 
bill. He spoke of some amendments that had 
been made by us. 
certainly has no objection to the little amendment 
which I caused to be put into the bill. It is an 
amendment which is perfectly harmless, and was 
intended to bring within the provisions of the bill 
the volunteers who defended their country when 


| to me to be addressed to the amendm 


|, was offered by the Senator from Nort 
be adopted. The other resolutions which have || 


| been introduced by the other Senator from Penn- 
upon our country; but how can we propose relief || 


here? If he knows of any mode of relief, | should | 


As to the propositions themselves, it seems | 


I do not mean to interpose the | 
| slightest objection to that; but I wish to express 

the hope that as soon as the Army appropriation | 
bill shall be disposed of, the Senate will take up | 


If the Senate of the | 


Why, the honorable Senator | 
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lias been postponed, and the Arm an bil 

bill taken up in preference to it. ane i tation 

|, Senator will have a little patience, I wij| : erahle 

| an argument in opposition to his motion” © hin 
But, sir, not to be interrupted in wh 

|| saying in reply to my friend from Penn 

I desire to say again that all his objectio 


| 


at I Was 
Sylvania, 
ns Seemed 
ent which 


h 7 
{[Mr. Bapvcer,] and for the reason, as | Caroling, 


that that amendment was carried here —— —, 
tion to the gentleman’s wishes, he declines — 
|| ing the bounty land bill any more, and consent, 

that the Army appropriation bill shall be taken a 
and that overslaughed. Indeed, if I understarj 

he is now Opposed 
to the bounty land bill. If 1 am wrong, as | trys 
I am, the honorable — can correct me 

Mr. BRODHEAD. My friend is certain) 
wrong; I said, this morning, when I induced my 
friend from California to move a reconsideration 
of that vote, that I should press the bounty lang 
bill at the earliest possible moment. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I am very happy to hea; 
that, and I will join the gentleman in pressing j: 
| I insist, now, that it should be taken up in oppo 
| Sition to the motion of the gentleman from Vir. 

ginia. It has been overslaughed; and why? |, 
there any measure more important or more y,. 
gently demanding the consideration of the Senate 
|| of the United Statesthanthat? It was in progress 
|| the day before yesterday; but yesterday we heard 
| not a word about it. 

I was about to address some remarks to the Sep. 

ate in vindication of the amendment moved by my 
honorable friend from North Carolina. Perhaps, 
however, it would be more proper to leave the 
|| vindication of his amendment to himself; and | 
shall do so, because I do not wish to occupy, un- 
'| necessarily, the time of the Senate; but I say, now, 
that I stand here ready to coéperate with my 
friend from Pennsylvania, in taking up the bounty 
land bill. I admit that it is not, in all respects, 
exactly as either of us would wish it; but he 
knows well—for he has served long in Congress— 
that scarcely any bill of a general nature like this, 
passes Congress except by compromises of opin- 
| lon; and we are compelled, on all occasions like 
this, to defer to the wicthes and sentiments of 
others. We yield something of our own opinions 
in order to obtain a great good. That is the case 
with the bill to which I now refer. 1 say again, 
sir, it is not exactly all that I would have it; but, 
I trust, if there be defects in it, they will be 
|| amended by the House of Representatives. That 
is the place to correct any error into which we 
| may fall, if we cannot agree among ourselves to 
correct it. 

With regard to the resolutions offered by my 
friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cooper] | have 
|| nothing now to say. I only wish to remark, that 
1 see nothing whatever objectionable in them. | 
did not expect, at this time, that a general discus- 
sion would have been introduced into this body 
upon a question of national interest such as is 
suggested by the resolutions offered by way of 
amendment. Should the discussion upon the 

uestions thus suggested proceed, I tell the gen- 
eset from California and others, that I am not 
|| unwilling to take my part in it; but at this late 
|| stage of the session, the discussion of a question 
of such magnitude as is embraced in the amend- 
ments proposed, could not possibly be had here 
without interfering with the vital interests of the 
country by obstructing measures of the most 
pressing importance now before Congress. __ 

For the reasons I have given, 1 hope the prior 








the British fleet in the Delaware attacked Lewis- || orders will not be postponed for the purpose of 
ate, and upon their adoption I ask forthe yeasand | town. 


Now, with regard to the point to which I sup- | 


pose the objection of the honorable Senator was 
addressed _—— 


Mr. HUNTER. I dislike to interpose; but I | 


I do not purpose at all to || must ask whether it is in order to debate an | 


amendment to the bounty land bill, which is not 
before us, on a motion as to the priority of busi- 
ness? 

Mr. CLAYTON. Very well, sir; then I make 
the point on the gentleman from Virgirfia, that it 


taking up the Army appropriation bill. But if it 
be an amendable motion, I move to substitute the 
| bounty land bill in lieu of the Army appropriation 
bill; and I desire the question may be taken on 
that, if itcan bedone. Itis entitled to preference; 
it was in progress of discussion when this bill was 
brought in and interfered with the regular consid- 
eration of that which we have debated de die in 
diem. And when we were about to take a final 
vote on the bounty land bill, we were arrested by 
the Army appropriation bill. I hope the friends 





is perfectly competent for me to show good cause 
why the bounty land bill should be taken up in 
reference to his bill, and why the order which 
e desires should not bemade. We have learned 


of the bounty land bill will not agree to take up the 
Army appropriation bill until that is disposed of. 
Is it in order to make the motion I have suggested ? 

The PRESIDENT. The question must be put 
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these 


motions in the order in which they are 
poche The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Virginia to take up the Army ap- 
propriation bill. : , 
Mr. CLAYTON. I hope that motion will be 
rejected. 


The motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of | 
the United States, by Mr. Wesster, his Secre- | 
tary, announcing that he had approved and signed | 


g bill to authorize the issue of a register to the bark 


Foundling, of Boston. | 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message was received from the House of | 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the Speaker had signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills; which were then signed by 

resident pro tempore: 
mae cumetian cia issue of a register to the | 
bark Colonist, by the name of The Lilly. 

A bill for the relief of Frederick Vincent, ad- 
ministrator of James Le Caze, survivor of Le 
Caze & Mallet. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, | 
accordingly resumed the consideration of the bill | 
from the House of Representatives, making appro- | 
priations for the support of the Army for the | 
year ending the 30th June, 1856, the pending ques- | 
tion being on the amendment of Mr. Jonnson to | 
strike out the clause appropriating $325,000 for 
the Capitol extension. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I now offerthesections which 
I sent to the Chair yesterday. I desire to have 
them read in the same connection as one amend- 


ment. 
The Secretary read as follows: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the President 
is hereby authorized to appoint three suitable persons as 
commissioners to proceed to the Indian country to enter 
into negotiations, and to conclude treaties of amity, with 
such Indian tribes as may be disposed to preserve friendly 
relations with the United States, and to extend to such 
tribes the most positive assurances of protection and se- 
curity, so long as they strictly adhere to their treaty obliga- 
tions. Such commissioners shall report to the President, 
and to such military commanders as he shall direct, the 
names of the several tribes who may thus be entitled to pro- 
tec ion and security; and also such tribes as continue re- 
fractory, refuse to enter into amicable negotiations, and 
who persist in maintaining an attitude of hostility to the 
United States. And said commissioners shail be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the 
same per diem allowance, and mileage allowed to mem- 
bers of Congress during the time of service of said commis- 
810n. 

Whereas, the peace and security of the frontiers of the 
United States, and of their routes of emigration, demand 
the prompt and effective chastisement of outrages recently 
cominitted by the Siow and other powerful tribes of In- 
dians on both sides of the Rocky mountains ; and, whereas, 
it is eminently desirable that such demonstration of the 
power of the United States shall be made in the accom- 
plishment of said object as will not only effect a speedy 
termination of present hostilities, but insure the future good 
behavior of the lawless tribes generally, as well as of these 
now actively hostile: Therefore, 

Be it further enacted, That, for the purposes above | 
recited, the President be, and he is hereby, authorized, in | 
addition to the employment of any military force of the | 
United States which may be disposable, to call for and | 
accept the services of any number of mounted volunteers, 
not exceeding in all four regiments. Said volunteers shall | 
serve for = months after they shall have arrived at | 
the place of rendezvous, unless sooner discharged by the | 
President. Each regiment to consist of one colonel, one 
lieutenant-colonel, one major, one adjutant, who shall be 
selected from the lieutenants of the regiment, one chief 





musician, two regimental Pe get and ten companies. | 


Each company shall consist of one captain, one first lieu- | 
tenant, two second lieutenants, five sergeants, five corpo- , 
vals, and seventy privates. All commissioned officers of 
each regiment to be chosen in the manner prescribed by | 
the laws of ihe State or Territory where they may be organ- | 
ized; and all vacancies that may occur while in the ser- | 
vice, shall be filled according to the laws of the State or 
Territory where raised and organized. 
Sec. —. nd be it further enacted, That any number.cf | 
friendly Indians, not exceeding in all five hundred, who 
may Offer their services as mounted rangers, scouts, guides, | 
and hunters, may be accepted by the President, and shall 
be organized into companies of not less than eighty men, 
including such chiefs, sub-chiefs, and officers, as they may 
select, not to exceed, however, three chiefs or officers to 
each command; the whole to be under the immediate 
command of such officer as the President may direct; to 
serve, as well as the volunteers, for eighteen months after 
they shall have arrived at the place of rendezvous, unless 
Sooner discharged by the President: Provided, however, 
That in the event the commanding general shall find it 
necessary or expedient to divide the Indian force herein | 


Provided for into companies, or squadrons for detached 
service, he may place sueh companies or squadrens under 
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the immediate command of such officers as he may select: 
And provided further, That the said volunteers shall 
liable to serve on horse or foot, as the President may direct. | 

Sec. —. And he it further enacted, That said volunteers | 
shall furnish their own horses and horse equipments, and, | 
when mustered into the service, shall be armed at the ex- 
pense of the United States, and, until discharged there- 
from, shall be subject to the rules and articles ot war. 





Suc. —. And be it further enacted, That the volunteers | made various other experiments. 


who may be received into the service of the United States | 
by virtue of this act, and who shall be wounded or other- 
wise disabled in the service, shall be entitled to all the 
benefits which thay be conferred by existing laws on other 
persons wounded or disabled in the military service of the | 
United States. ‘ 
Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the pay of the | 
said volunteers, including compensation for the use and | 
risk of horses, not killed in battle, shall be as follows : 
For officers ofall grades, the pay and emoluments of the 


| like grades in the present corps of mounted riflemen of the | 


| shall be that of the privates authorized by this act: Pro- | 


| volunteer shall forfeit half his daily pay during the period 


| ances, and bounties now authorized, or which may here- 








| 
| 


| Illinois offered them as separate amendments; 


United States Army: for sergeants, one dollar and twenty. | 
five cents per day; for corporals, farriers, blacksmiths, and | 
musivians, one dollar and ten cents per day; and for privates, | 


one dollar per day ; that the pay of the chiefsand sub chiefs | sonally. 


of the [ndian force authorized by this act shall be that of 
the grade which corresponds to the number of men under 
their command, respectively ; and the pay of the warriors | 


vided, however, That if any mounted volunteer, other than 
a commissioned officer, shall not keep himself provided 
with a serviceable horse and horse equipments, the said | 


of such service dismounted: nd provided further, That | 
the pay herein allowed shall be in lieu of all pay, allow- | 
| 
after be authorized, by law, except clothing, rations, and 
commutation in money of clothing, and excepting, also, 
such claims as may be valid under existing laws for wounds | 


or disability incurred in service, or for horses killed in 
action. | 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the President | 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to prescribe, and to vary 
from time to time, as may be, in his judgment, expedient, 
the arms and equipments of the volunteers herein author- | 
ized to be accepted, or of any portion thereof. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the President 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to add to the medical corps | 
of the Army of the United States such number of assistant | 
surgeons, not exceeding six, as may be, in his judgment, | 
expedient; the officers so added to be appointed in the same 
manner, and to be, in all respects, on the same footing as 
the officers of the said corps now authorized by law. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That in the event 
that any portion of the Army of the United States now | 





serving on foot, shall, as provided in section two of an | 
** Act to increase the rank and file of the Army, and to en- 
courage enlistinents,’’ approved June seventeenth, eighteen 
hundred and fifty, be required to serve as mounted troops, 
the said troops, if not exceeding, in all, four companies, | 
shall be on the same footing, as regards pay and allow- 
ances, with the present corps of mounted riflemen of the | 
United States Army. 
Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That, to enable the | 
President of the United States to carry into eflect the pro- 
visions of so much of this act as relates to the employment | 
of an additional military force, and preventing or suppress- 
ing Indian hostilities, such sum of money as may be neces- 
sary be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any | 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
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a | But we have pushed them onward and onward into 
| the interior. We have tried to fix them u 


: pon re- 
servations, surrounded by our settlements. We 


have assigned to them separate farms, and we 
have provided enemy establishments and ag- 
ricultural and mechanical teachers for them, and 


; " But all in vain; 
so that in the older portions of the Union, there 


| is scarcely one of them remaining, even as a me- 


morial of what has been. 
Sir, we have recently made another effort which 


w, other 


experiment which we have made. have 


| collected west of the Mississippi the remnants of 


some of the most powerful, and they have always 
been some of the most intelligent and well be- 
haved tribes—the Wyandots, Shawnees, Dela- 
wares, and Ottawas. 1 know many of them per- 
I have been with them in peace and 
in war. They are intelligent men, and good 
citizens, and they have been faithful to the Union 
in the most trying times. If we only go on as 
we have now begun with that experiment, which 
assigns tracts of land to them, to be occupied in- 
dividually, and eventually to make part of them 
our citizens, we may hope for the most humane 
and beneficial consequences. We have also, west 
of the Mississippi, the southern tribes, the Cherc- 
kees, the Choctaws, and the Creeks. The gen- 
tlemen from the southwest know their condition 
better than I do; but | think itis a most promising 
one. What we have to do now is, to keep them 


| frem war, and from their return to their predatory 


habits, and to their barbarous institutions. 

Let me tell you, sir, that one great difficulty in 
the way of the progress of Indian civilization is, 
the idea instilled in them from early life that there 
are but two employments which it is honorable 
for the men to engage in, and these employments 
are hunting and war, the pursuit of their game 
and the pursuit of their enemies; all other labor 
devolves upon the women. In all our efforts at 
their civilization, the first thitig we have to do, 
is to break this traditionary chain of connection 
which binds them to a state of war; but now, sir, 


|, it is proposed that the bloodhound shall be un- 


leashed again, and that the Indians shall be baited 
to war by the United States. 

I will show you, by the action of the Conti- 
nental Congress, the noble conduct of the noble 


| men who then managed the destinies of the Ameri- 


|| can people. 
|| osition of subsidizing Indians, and of employing 


In 1775, they reprobated the prop- 


them in the struggle before them, though conscious 
of their own weakness and the might of their an- 


Mr. STUART. I do not propose to discuss | tagonist. That there were some corresponding 
this proposition at this time, but only to suggest |’ spirits in the British Parliament is evident from 
that there should be a division of this amendment | the memorable and eloquent apostrophe of the 


as it stands; so that a separate vote may ve taken | elder Pitt, one of the most striking and beautiful 


on the question of appointing commissioners, and 
upon the proposition to increase the Army. 

Mr. BADGER. I understand the Senator from | 
but asked that they might be read together so as | 
to enable us to understand the whole proposition. 

Mr. STUART. I understood yesterda 


but if he proposes them as separate amendments, 
that, of course, will answer my purposes. 
Mr.CASS. Mr. President, there is one provis- 
ion of that amendment which I wish my friend 
from Illinois would abandon. I have an insuper- 
ableobjection to it. 


I am willing to give to the | 


Government all proper means that may be neces- | 


sary to defend the frontier. A nation of twenty- 


to be found in the whole history of forensic debates. 


| Appealing to the portraits upon the tapestry that 


covered the walls, he told the Lords that their 


| ancestors were looking down upon them, and 


would frown indignantly at the proposition to em- 


= | ploy the Indians to fight the battles of the white 
at | 


the Senator proposed beth as one amendment; | 


man. 
And this sentiment was responded to by the 


Continental Congress, to which I have referred, in 


1775, and whose resolution, adopted the 30th 


| June of that year, is in these words: 


‘‘ That the Committee for Indian Affairs do prepare 
proper talks to the several tribes of Indians, for engaging 
the continuance of their friendship to us, and neutrality in 
our present unhappy dispute with Great Britain.’’ 


And on the 17th of the following month it was 


five millions of people has power enough in its | gain resolved, in the same spirit of humanity: 


own citizens to protect itself without calling upon 
Indians to fight its battles. There is a provisien 
in this amendment for employing five hundred 
Indians. We ought not to carry such a measure 


“That it should be recommended to the commissioners 
of the northern department to employ Mr. Kirkland among 
the Indians of the Six Nations, in order to secure their 
friendship, and to continue them in a state of neutrality, 
with respect to the present controversy between Great 


into effect. From the day of the debarkation of | 8ritain and these Colonies.” 


the Mayflower almost down to this day, it has 
been a very difficult and an interesting problem to 


know what we are todo with the Indians. ‘Isup- | for independence with England. 


pose the first European pilgrims had hardly landed 
on the western shores before it was seen that the 


tide of civilization must roll onwards; though he || compared to what it now is. 


That was the revolutionary doctrine and prac- 
tice. How was it in 1812, in our second struggle 
I hold in my 
hand the talk of Mr. Madison to al! the Indian 
tribes. At that time our strength was feeble when 
In that talk, after 


would have been a prophet indeed who could have | Mr. Madison had recapitulated the causes which 


foreseen that it woul 


roll on with such over- | had driven the Wnit 


States to war, and the 


whelming force, and would so soon sweep before || objects they sought to attain, what did he go on 
it these aboriginal remnants of the American race. || to say to the Indians? Did he invite them to take 
We have attempted, from the foundation of the || up the tomahawk? Did he fawn to their passion 
present Federal Government, and before indeed, || for blood, and summon them to a contest in which 


to adopt seme policy that would preserve them. 


they had no part? 


Did he unchristianize them? 
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No, sir; no. Many of them were then converted | 
Christians, and many more of them are so now. 
They were summoned to prayer and praise by the | 
solemn sound of the church-bell breaking upon the 
wilderness. Did he invite them to drown its voice 
by the barbarous war-drum? Did he ask them to | 
sing the war-song instead of the song of praise to | 
the Redeemer in their poor but beloved churches? | 
Did he desire them to dance the war-dance, in 

their school-houses and council houses, thus re- 

storing their pristine condition, at the expense of 

the progress that had been made, and the hopes 

of the future? I will let that eminent patriot and 

statesman answer these questions. Here are his | 
words, and they are worthy of our country, for 
whom they were spoken, and worthy of James 
Madison, who spoke them: 


** ft is for the good of all the red people, as well as the 
people of the eighteen fires, that a stop should be put to | 
this mischief. Their warriors can do it. They are gone 
and going to Canada for this purpose. They want no help 
from their red brethren. They are strong enough without | 
it. The British, who are weak, are doing all they can by 
their bad birds, to decoy the red people into the war on 
their side. [ warn all the red people to avoid the ruin this 
must bring upon them. d I say to you, my children, | 
your father does not ask you to join his warriors. Sit still 
on your seats, and be witnesses that they are able to beat 
their enemies, and protect their red friends. 
fatherly advice I give you.” 





of whom deservedly occupied seats 


This is the || 








now if you don’t join us, itis evident that you 
will pass over to our enemies. Flere is our toma- 
hawk, we invite you to take hold of it with us;’’ 
| and ~ did so. They held a great council 
| among themselves, and then danced a great war 


dance, and each chief, after recapitulating his acts || 


of bravery, advanced to the commissioner, and 
| taking hold of the tomahawk, flourished it, and 
said he would consider it his own. This narra- 
tive, sir, is painful, even though the’ Government 
was fully justified by events they could not con- 
trol. But | trust I shall never live to see a recur- 
| rence of such a scene. 


| They have no powerful nation to impel them to 
deeds of blood, to promise them protection, and 
to pay them for the work of destruction. Nota 


|| single war drum would be heard through the 
|| regions occupied by them, nor would their peace | 


be disturbed by one act of violence. 
| We have no excuse, therefore, for the adoption 


of such a measure arising out of the disposition | 


of the Indians, and we have as little arising out 
| of the condition of our country. 
lation and a!l its elements of power, it needs no 
recourse to the feeble remnants of a fallen race to 


forests their brethren of the same family, like 
them, the heirs of the former possessors of this 
continent. It would bea blot upon our national 
What a 


before our day, and all of whom were high in the || spectacle for the nations of Europe, to behold the 


confidence of the country. What was said then? || great American Republic calling for a few par- 


the proceedings and result. | 
* The commissioners, according to their instructions, 
have endeavored to ascertain their views and dispositions. | 
They informed them of the inevitable consequences of any 
act of hostility on their part; that the President stood in no | 


|| the sentiment of the country if it desires it. 


gainst the remoter tribes! No. We need 
no such assistance, and [ totally misunderstand 
The 
proposition for an invitation extends to all In- 
dians not in hostility, whether they have com- 


need of their assistance in the war with Great Britain, and || menced the work of civil zation or not. OF course, 


that for their own sakes, he desired them to remain quiet | 
and pursue their usual occupations. The chiefs, in br half 
of the tribes that attended, have made professions of friend- 
ship and attachment to the United ptates, and have, in the 
most positive manner, declared their intention to adhere to, | 
and observe, the existing treaties, to remain neutral in the 
present war, and to reject the overtures of the British | 
(which they state to have been repeated and pressing) to | 
engage in it.”’ 


Such, sir, was the policy of the United States 
at the commencement of the war of 1812, and so | 
it continued for more than a year, and during that | 
time not an Indian was called to war by our Gov- | 
ernment. And when this policy was changed, it 
was changed with great reluctance, and only | 
because it was found, by dear-bought experience, | 
that, if the Indians were not for us, they would | 
be against us. They could not resist the tempta- | 
tions held out to them by the British authorities. | 
They were urged by promises of land and money, | 
and goods and whisky, to join the English stand- 
ard. Probably most of the Senators know, his- 
torically or traditionally, but I know it from having 
been at the scene of operations, that American | 
scalps were paid for, exchanged for British gold, | 
and, so far as | have information, 1 am not aware 
of a single act of humanity which was approved, | 


or of cruelty which was condemned, by their | 


Christian allies. Ido not suppose that the British | 
Government at home knew the full details of these | 
barbarities. But they,sanctioned the system, and | 
poe the means, and well was the work done 
»y their agents, and especially by a monster in a || 
human shape named Elleott, a refugee during our | 
revolutionary war, and the very incarnation of | 
fiendish cruelty. As [ said, this appeal to the | 
worst passions of the Indians, they had not the 
firmness to resist, and having once snuffed the 
scent of blood, they followed it to its source. Our 
Government became convinced, by many a terri- 
ble inroad, that but one course remained to us, 
and that was, to summon the Indians living within 
the United States to our standard, for no such 
invitation was given to a single Indian living in | 
Canada. 

A treaty for this purpose was held at Greenville, 
in 1814, under the direction of the President, by 
General Harrison and myself, which was the first || 
council in the northwest called together to explain |, 
to the Indians the condition in which they were || 
placed, and invite them to join us. They were | 
told by the authority of the Government: “ We |, 





throughout the vast regions roamed over by 


ings of bitter and deadly hostility will arise whose 
effects may be felt during long years to come. And 


|| revenge is sure to do its work, and embroil them 


with one another. You cannot tempt them, or 
compel them to strike at their own people, without 
the most fatal consequences. I repeat, sir, I be- 
lieve the proposition is repugnant to the feelings 
of the American people, as [ certainly consider it 
to all the claims of humanity; and | entreat my 
honorable friend from Illinois (Mr. Suie.ps] to 
withdraw it. 

I again say, sir, that 1 am ready to vote for any 
additional strength which is necessary for the 
defense of the country, and I do not doubt but that 
the conduct of some of the Indian tribes in the 





emplcyment of force. Though I am free to con- 
fess that [ have heard statements here to-day, 
which seemed to me to exaggerate the danger. 
There may be the number of Indians in the west- 
ern regions stated by the chairman of the Military 
Committee—one hundred and eighty-five thou- 
sand—but I must say that I look upon these esti- 
mates of Indian population with much doubt, as 
my experience teaches me that they are almost 
always greatly overrated. A person, looking at 
this number, and calculating the number of war- 
riors it would give, and then apprehending that 
these could be brought together to act in concert 
against us, would evince little knowledge of their 
character and condition. They cannoi be brought 
together, and kept together in large masses. They 
cannot be fed. They are divided into smaller 
tribes and bands, with a great deal of intestine 
jealousy, which prevents efficient concert. Their 
women and children must be taken care of, secured, 
and fed: and all these circumstances, as well as 
others, which | shall not touch upon at present, 


combine to prevent their acting together in large 
masses. hat we want is an active force, well 
commanded and well led, prompt in its move- 
ments, and ready to follow the Injians into their 


deepest recesses. 1| believe that comparatively a 


+ small mounted party, thus composed, would march 


unchecked through any portion of our Indian 
country. There are thousands and thousands of 
brave men upon the fron‘ier, American citizens, 
who owe allegiance to their country, and would 
be ready and proud to render it, by rallying around 
its standard atany moment when required. They 





have always desired you to sitstill, but you would 
not; to remain quiet, but you will go to war; and 


wo PSUS aes es ea ae 


would scatter the Indians as chaff is scattered 


No one can pretend that | 
|| these friendly Indians would join the hostile ones, | 
|| under any circumstances, and goto war with us. 


With its popu- | 


4 . || aid us in following upon the deserts and in the | 
That very year a council was held in the north- || 


west, under the direction of the Government, by | 
Governors Meigs, Worthington, and Morrow, all || 


on this floor || escutcheon in the eyes of the world. 


West, requires the display, and, it may be, the | 
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this || 
race, volunteers may be engaged, and thus feel- | 








Jan 
anuary 25 
before the whirlwind. But, sir, if fight yo 
| do yourown fighting; keep the red man fo. 
| Civilize him, if you can; and do not assy et 
responsibility, before God and the world myn the 
blood in his path, and tempting him on. Putting 
_ Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President, if | und 
stand my honorable friend from Michigan “a 
_ his only objection to the measure now unde; = 
sideration is, that provision authorizing a 
| ploymentof Indians. I have offered two Sent. 
ments. The first provides for the appointment f 
three commissioners te proceed to the Indian a 
try, ascertain the condition of the tribes ra 
into arrangements and negotiations, make treaties 
of peace and amity with any or all of those tribes, 
if possible; and whenever a tribe enters into mere 
tiations, and makes a treaty of this kind, the ne. 
missioners are to be empowered to give that tribe 
protection and security against any molestation 
whatsoever. This, therefore, is ameasure of peace 
| and, I presume will meet with no objection from 
/any quarter. This amendment originated with the 
Committee on Military Affairs. It is brough, 
forward by us, and I am happy to say that th 
President of the United States seemed to be grat. 
ified at it. He was pleased with the amendmen: 
He assured me, and the committee through me 
that his only object was peace and to prevent war, 


‘| and this amendment has met his hearty and cheer. 


ful approbation. 
| The second amendment, which I have had the 


| honor to offer, is one prepared by the War De. 


partment. It has been slightly changed from its 


rt original form. I shall not refer to the change 
«The council with the Indian tribes on the western fron- || tially civilized Indians to aid in the prosecution of 
tier having been concluded, the commissioners deem it ‘| awara 
their duty to give to their fellow-citizens a concise view of || 


i 


/now, though [ may do so on a future occasion, 


| The ee is to authorize the President to 
|| accept t 


e services of volunteers, not to exceed 
| three thousand men in any case. Those men are 
to serve for a term not longer than eighteen months 
in any event. It also provides for five hundred 
Indians, on which the honorable Senator from 
Michigan has commented. 

I confess that when the committee considered 
the matter, I did not like that provision. It struck 
me precisely as it strikes the honorable Senator 
from Michigan. I felt that it would be liable to 
misconstruction. | took occasion to converse with 
the Secretary of War on the point. The honor- 
able gentleman at the head of the War Depart. 
ment assured me that the object of employing 
these Indians was not to raise the tomahawk, 
as supposed by the honorable Senator from 
Michigan; he was as much averse to that as any 
man in the United States could be; but that his 
object was, simply, to employ them as guides and 
scouts, for the purpose of giving information to 
the treops, and for no other purpose. He said 
he would never consent for turning the Indian 
loose upon his brother Indian. He assured me 
that some of those semi-civiliZed tribes, to which 
the honorable Senator has referred, the Delawares, 
the Shawnees, and others, were more alarmed at 
the condition of the Indian ¢ountry than the whites 
themselves. Those Indians are more afraid of the 
aggressions of the wild tribes than are the whites, 
and they are asked for as a military force to 
accompany the army for the purpose of giving 
information, acting as guides and scouts, and not 
for the purpose of aiding in conflict. But, sir, I 
anticipated an objection to this provision of the 
amendment, and, for one, 1 shall not insist upon 
it for a single moment. If the honorable Senator 
moves to strike out, I shall have no objection. 

I have felt that there was great responsibility on 














| the Committee on Military Affairs in this matter. 
I hold in my hand the message of the President 
| of the United States on this subject. The Presi- 
| dent, as the Executive head of the nation, deems 
it his duty at this time to call for this force, and 
| he gives his reasons in his message. [| will read 
| that portion which relates to this point. He says: 
‘* On the other hand, without a permanent military force, 
| of sufficient strength to control the unfriendly Indians, |t 
| may be expected that hostilities will soon be renewed, and 
| that years of border warfare will afflict the country, retard- 
| ing the progress of settlement, exposing emigrant trains to 
savage barbarities, and consuming millions of the public 
money.” 

Accompanying this message is a report from 
the Secretary of War, in which he takes occasion 
to speak of the inadequacy of the regular force for 
the protection of the country, and refers to the 

| fact that Congress has, by some means or other, 
| although notified of this inadequacy for two ses- 
| sions past, made no provision to remedy it He 
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1856. 


‘en refers to his previous reports, in which he 
a on Congress the necessity for an increase of 
“ eylar Army. In his annual report of 1853, 
or it upon the consideration of Congress 
ee ae force and earnestness. In his late 
wort of 1854, at the commencement of this ses- 
pe n* Nothing, however, has yet been done on 

subject. The regular Army has not been 
: The force in the Indian country is 
diy inadequate to protection. It is a force 
ke and invite aggression, but not a force 
to protect either the emigrant routes through the 
Indian country, or the frontier settlements. | 

"Sir as the organ of the Military Committee, I 
tant had occasion, again and again, to bring the 
eubject to the consideration of this body. It is 
due to that committee to say that not a single 
appeal has been made by the Executive which the 
committee have not unanimously responded to. 
Every man on the committee, whether he was the 

litical friend of the Executive or not, has con- 
curred in our action, ‘There has been but one 
feeling, one sentiment, and one voice in the Com- 
>on Military Affairs in relation to this mat- 


confesse 


mittee on : , 
ter; we have acted together asa unit. For this 
bod , also, | can speak. Every measure which 


has been recommended for the increase of the 
Army, and the improvement of its efficiency, has 
met a hearty response in the Senate; but some- 
how or other, (I cast no reflections on any person 
or any brancft,) nothing has been done to increase 
the regular Army. ; ; 

Now, sir, let me give an illustration, to show 
how wholly inadequate that Army is for the great 
purposes for which it is intended. Why, itis not 
even a sufficient police force. It is only about 
ten thousand men in all, scattered over a vast con- 
tinent. Let me take, as an illustration, the mili- 
tary department of the West, which includes the 
country between the Mississippi river and the 
Rocky mountains, except the departments of 
Texas and New Mexico. There is in that 
department one hundred and eighty thousand 
Indians. Whatis our military force in that coun- 
try? One thousand eight hundred and fifty-five 
officers and men; one hundred and eighty thou- 
sand Indians, and one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-five officers and men to protect that immense 
frontier! 

Mr. CASS. 
the rolls. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Yes, sir, that is the number 
on the rolls, and not the effective number of bayo- 
nets capable of performing service. Now, I ask 
any honorable Senator whether all the whites in 
that Immense region are not at the mercy of the 
Indians? One hundred and eighty thousand wild 
Indians, and not quite two thousand men scattered 
over that whole country to protect our principal 
emigrant routes to Oregon, to Utah, to New 
Mexico, and to California. There is not one sol- 
dier there to one hundred Indians. Ard permit 
me to say, that the few men who are there, would 
be better out of thatcountry. They invite aggres- 
sion by their presence. Their small number has 
taught the Indians to contemn their force; and, 
unfortunately, at one of the forts the Indians not 
only attacked a little band of soldiers, but annihi- 
lated and exterminated them. This is the result 
of the present condition of things. 

When you turn to the Department of Texas, 
things are not much better; but [ havesuch a high 
opinion of the Texans, that I do not think they 
need quite so much protection as the poor fellows 
who are traveling across the plains. I think that 
men, who, in the infancy of their State, defended 
themselves against all Mexico, can protect them- 
Selves against the Indians; but still, so far as the 
United States are concerned, they might as well 
be left undefended. 

The same remark is true with regard to New 
Mexico. My honorable friend before me (Mr. 
Hovston] knows the character of the population 
of that ‘Verritory—civilized Indians and Mexi- 
cans. These wild Indians go there and carry off 
their wives, their children, their cattle, and their 
horses, with impunity; and I am informed by an 
officer whom I saw the other day, who hag. come 
directly from that country, that they have now 
some three or four thousand New Mexican women 
and children in captivity. That number has been 
carried off even since they came under the Gi v- 
ernment of the United States. They expected 


I suppose that is the number on 


made the same powerful appeal to Con- |, 






THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





protection from us. Some of them rejoiced in the | agents tell us, that less then three thoueand ought 


change, because, above all things, men desire pro- | 
tection for life and property. Yet, sir, they have | 
_ been more harrassed by the Indians since they 
became a part of this country than even while | 
| they were under the feeble Government of Mexico. | 
California is very nearly in the same condition; 
but, as I said in relation to Texas, the Califor- 
nians are able to makea tolerably good defense in 
case of necessity. Oregon and Washington Ter- 
| ritories are in a much worsecondition. In Utah, 
| I take it for granted, they have men and women 
enough to fight their own battles. (Laughter. } 
Sir, in the country thus wholly exposed, are | 
the great emigrant routes to California and Ore- 
gon. The emigrants who pass over them are liable | 
to be attacked by hostile Indians, and the frontier | 
settlements arein danger. Welearn from inform- | 
ation which has been transmitted to us by the 
| Secretary of War, from the cfficer commanding at 
Fort Laramie, that a confederation is in progress 
amongst the hostile tribes for the purpose of de- 





and carrying general extermination along with 
them. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Where is that? 





scending upon the frontier settlements this spring, | 





Mr. SHIELDS. At the head waters of the | 
Missouri and the Platte; the names of the tribes | 
are given in the report. The great Sioux tribe | 
itself, consisting of a variety of branches, can 
bring from six to eight thousand warriors into 
the field. That is the force of only one tribe— 
nearly all hostile at this time. 
ing into confederations with some others for this | 
purpose. Is it not desirable to prevent this, if | 
possible ? 

Then the object of this measure is not to have 
an Indian war. I know of nothing I should de- 
plore more at this period of our history than an 
Indian war; | agree with my honorable friend from 
Michigan on that point. The object is to prevent 
such a war. From all the information which has 
reached the Departments, unless there is some 
demonstration of force made speedily, nothing on 
earth can prevent a general Indian war. he 
Secretary of War, judging from the reports made 
to him, says there are, at this moment, in a state 
of hostility a sufficient number of Indian tribes to 
muster forty thousand warriors, and that unless 
something be done promptly, those forty thou- 
sand warriors can be brought into the field by the 
tribes in a state of hostility. If we should havea 
general Indian war, with forty thousand warriors 





troops might march through the Indian country, 
but not conquer the Indians. Wecannot conquer 
them in that way. It will take years to conquer 
them. Nothing can conquer them but extermin- 
ation. Instead of meeting the force you send 
against them, they will elude your force, and 
pounce upon the unprotected and defenseless fron- 
tier settlements, and ravage them. 


and also regulars, and | know the respective 
merits, I think, of the two forces. For mere 
fighting, when they are let loose, | would depend 
as Much on the volunteers as on any force on the 
face of the earth; but | do not look upon volun- 
teers as by any means the best force for this pur- 
pose; and, therefore, I regret exceedingly the ne- 
cessity which compels us to raise such a force. 
They are not so well adapted for keeping the 
peace as they are for fighting. I have had my 
fears of the result; and those fears I have expressed 
freely to the head of the War Department and to 
the President. | fear that if we raise three thousand 


thousand regulars, and putall under the command 
ofa gallant military leader, then, as my honorable 
friend (Mr. Cass] said, on a celebrated occasion, 
‘* war is inevitable.”” But I am happy to say that 


is to prevent an Indian war. 
confidence in his conduct in this respect. He will 


send out these commissioners immediately, when | 


he has authority to appoint them, and they will 
use every effort to prevent the necessity even of 
raising this force. He may be compelled, perhaps, 
to raise a small number to send out with the com- 
missioners; but his intention is not to raise the 
three thousand men if he can avoid it. He does 
not wish to call out a man more than is absolutely 
one but he says, the Secretary of War 
says, all our military commanders and Indian 


on one side, I consider that five or eight thousand | 
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| not to be sent into that country if there is any 
hostility. A less number Seakt be of no use; 
they would be worse than useless. 

We propose to arm the Executive with the 
power to call out three thousand volunteers, if 
necessary. He says it is necessary. He says the 
crisis calls for it. He says there is such an emerg- 
ency, that the power ought to be granted now. [ 
should like to know who will take the responsi- 
bility here in the Senate, without adequate inform- 
ation on the subject, to say there is no such neces- 
sity? Is not the President the proper person to 
judge of the necessity? fle has the means of 
information. The agents report to him; the officers 
report to him. Acting on this assumption, the 
Committee on Military Affairs could not hesitate 
to recommend the grant of this power; but, at the 
same time, there is not a member of that commit- 
tee who does not agree with me in deploring any 


|| such necessity, and still more in deploring an 


Indian war. 

I do not know, sir, that it is necessary for me 
to say more on this subject. I will consent to 
strike out that part of the amendment which au- 


| thorizes the employment of five hundred friendly 


| Indians. 1 did not like it originally. I went to 
see the Secretary in relation to it; and I must say, 
in justice to that honorable and distinguished gen- 
tleman, who manages his Department with such 
efficiency, that he has no idea of using them as 


|| warriors, but merely to keep them back, and em- 
That tribe is enter- | 


ploy them as scouts and guides. 

Mr. BELL. [ understand that the first ques- 
tion to be decided by the Senate is the proposition 
to appoint three commissioners to treat with the 
Indians. That measure, the honorable chairman 
of the Committee on Military Affairs [Mr. 

_Suirips] informs us, emanates from that com- 
| mittee, and is not in pursuance of an Executive 
| recommendation. I wish to ask that honorable 
| Senator to explain the grounds on which it is 
| thought necessary to make such a provision, which 
is directly in conflict with an existing law. I refer 
|to the law adopted by both Houses of Congress, 
|after great deliberation, breaking down the old 
|system of appointing special commissioners to 
| make Indian treaties. cannot say that, when 
| that law was proposed, it had my hearty concur- 
rence in all its provisions in extenso; but it has 
| been adopted by Congfess, and the recent treaties 
| which have been negotiated, have been made in 
pursuance of it. 

In 1850 or 1851, I think, there were two sets of 
| Indian commissioners of like character with those 
_ indicated in this proposition. One of them wasa 
board, who were required to proceed to the Indians 
along the line between Mexico and the United 
States; perhaps (though the statute was silent on 
|| that point) they were expected to travel in com- 
| pany with the military escort and convoys of our 
| commissioners who were appointed to arrange 


| 





Sir, I have had the honor of leading volunteers | 


volunteers, and add to them a thousand or two || 


the President gives all assurances that his object | 
I have the highest | 


the boundary line under the treaty of Guadalupe 
|| Hidalgo. The second of those boards of commis- 
sioners was one which was established for tne pur- 
| pose of treating with the California Indians. These 
| boards were established upon the ground that 
_commissioners appointed specially with a view 
to these objects, having no interest connected with 
the separate local divisions of the different tribes, 
would be more apt to succeed in making beneficial 
|| treaties with the Indians, and conciliating their 
|| friendship, and suppressing hostilities, than com- 

missioners appointed under the general practice of 
| the Government previous to that time. Before 
| that, commissioners had been nominated pretty 
much at the pleasure of the President, and rent 
ad libitum to make treaties with the Indians. The 
| next year after this was done, however, after a 

full examination of the subject, and after a report 
| from the Commissoner of Indian Affairs, or the 
Secretary of the Interior, that whole policy was 
pronounced to be useless, and worse than useless, 
involving an expenditure wholly unnecessary to 
the Government, and leading to no result but the 
increase of Executive patronage. It was then 
strenuously argued and successfully maintained, 
| in both Houses of Congress, that the superintend- 
|| ents of the various Indian departments upon our 
| frontier, both on the Pacific coast and this side of 
| the Rocky mountains, ought to be presumed to 
| have such an intimate know'edge of the Indian 
|| tribes, their character, their grounds of compleint, 
and the mode of successfully approaching them, 
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es to be enabled to treat successfully with the 


Indians, and get inserted in the treaties stipula- 





| with the Indians, who know, or ought to know, 


| the disposition of the various tribes in their neigh- 


tions favorable to the interests of the United || borhood. 


States, and such as would be calculated to pre- |, 


serve peace with the Indian tribes. 
Mr. SHIELDS. 


It may be said that they are not acquainted 
| with the disposition of the wild, roving tribes— 


I understood that the honor- || the Arabs of the plain on this side of the Rocky 


able Senator asked me to explain thisamendment. || mountains, and in the gorges of those mountains. 


I can do so now, if he desires it. 
Mr. BELL. 

man now; but I have only a very few remarks to 

make myself. 

Mr. SHIELDS. 
concludes. 

Mr. BELL. I was proceeding to state that the 
law to which I referred was based upon the supposi- 
tion, by Congress, thatthe Indian superintendents 
who, from practice and experience, and a know!l- 
edge of Indian character, and particularly of the 
wants and complaints of the various tribes in their 
neighborhood, ought to be presumed to be the 
best informed men on the subject, and would be 
most likely to be efficient commissioners in making 
treaties. It was then proclaimed that, if the su- 
perintendents employed in the various Indian 
departments, (appointed regularly by the Execu- 
tive, with the sanction of the Senate of the United 
States,) were not men who could be trusted in 
making treaties with the various tribes in their 


I shall wait until the Senator 


neighborhood they should not have their posi- |, 


tions. It was presumed that no men should hold 
these places unless they were competent for this. 


| 


I can hear the honorable chair- | 


| That is very likely ; but on the other hand, let 
| me ask, how it is expected that peaceable men 
| from the interior of the country—if such men 
shall be appointed commissioners under this pro- 
| vision—or men from the frontier, will be able to 
| find them and ascertain their disposition? How 
| are these men to catch the wild Indians, and sound 

them? I suppose we must give them full notice, 
| as was given to the tribes with whom a treaty was 


/made at Fort Laramie some time since. We 


|| must spread the information far and wide among 


| the roving tribes, and invite them to a peace con- 


ference. That is the only way they could act. 


| 


|| But, sir, are not our present Army officers at the 
| different stations, Fort Laramie, Fort Leaven- || 


worth, and other places where we have troops; 


| are not the Indian agents, who come in contact 


Objection was made—and I remember very well | 
to havestated it briefly myself—to allowing Indian | 


agents of particular tribes to make treaties with 
those tribes. It was thought that they were not, 
perhaps, the most proper persons to be commis- 
sioned to make treaties with the tribes for which 


patriotic such men might be when they received 


their appointments, yet the interests, and influ- | 
ences, and temptations which surround them on 


the frontier are such that we could not safely in- 
trust them with the making of treaties with the 
tribes for which they were appointed agents. It 
was urged, howeVer, that the superintendents of 
the various Indian departments, under the super- 


himself, or with the aid of experienced officials 
connected with the Indian department, were the 
proper persons to be intrusted with this high 
power, and that it was an act of unnecessary ex- 
penditure to appoint special commissioners to 
moke every new treaty with an Indian tribe. 
Complaints were made of the expenses which had 
occurred in the Indian department in carrying 
out a policy so entirely unnecessary. Congress, 
with great unanimity, abolished the whole system, 


and enacted anew law limiting such appointments || 


to the officials of the Government. 

Well, now, sir, allow me to make an applica- 
tion of the argument which was then used. What 
reason is there for supposing that the superintend- 
ents of Indian affairs in Washington and Oregon 


Territories would not be the proper persons to | 
arrange treaties, and ascertain the sentiments of | 
Prob- || 


the tribes in their respective Territories? 
ably, they could ascertain and report at once to 


the Executive the disposition, whether hostile or || 


peaceable, of the various small remnants of tribes 
in those Territories. 
Oregon is not competent to do this, he ought not 
to be superintendent; and the same remark is true 
of the superintendent of Washington. So, sir, in 
New Mexico. What reason can be assigned why 
the superintendent of Indian affairs there ought 
not to make these treaties? We might associate 
with him, if you choose, an officer of the Army, 
or a civil officer in his neighborhood, or any of 
the Indian agents; but why is not the superin- 
tendent the penet person to sound the disposition 
of the various Indian tribes in his neighborhood ? 
If the superintendents are not competent, if they 
are not weil informed, they should not be in their 
present positions; and if we have such men in their 
laces, it is the fault of the Eixecutive and of the 
nate. Why cannot the superintendents of In- 
dian affairs be trusted? We havea superintendent 
at St. Louis. He is not presumed to be connected, 
by prejudice or bias, with the interests of any of 
the is ian tribes on the frontier, over whom le has 
ageneral superintendence. I might, if 1 were well 
acquainted with their names, or characters, or 
capacities, enumerate the various agents on the 








vision of the Commissioner of Indian Aflairs | 


If the superintendent in | 


with the Indians daily; are not the Indian super- 
intendents, who exercise a general supervision 
over them, the men who would be the most likely 
to succeed, in a short space of time, in getting at 
the various roving tribes, and accomplishing the 
very object the Senator from lilinois says this 
Government has at heart—to preserve peace on 
the frontier? Would not these men be most likely 
speedily to get information, so as to advise the 
President whether it would be necessary to dis- 
patch the volunteers at once, or to delay a portion 
| of them, or all of them, to see whether there was 


— danger of war on the frontier? 
they were agents, because, however honest and | . 


rom what I have said, it will be perceived at 


| once, that my purpose is to ascertain what use 
there is in appointing these three commissioners, | 


and not trusting this power to the superintendents 


and agents, who have been intrusted with it here- | 
| tofore, and whom alone the law requires to be 
|| entrusted with it? 


lf there are any sufficient rea- 
| sons why this change should be made, of course I 
shall yield my opposition to this proposition; but 
it does seem to me that the Government would 
| be more likely to receive authentic information, in 
/a short space of time, of the dispositions of the 
| Indians, from the reports of superintendents, and 
, agents, and officers, at our various forts and out- 
posts, who probably know at this time as much 
las they wid be likely to know within a brief 
| period, of the designs of the various roving bands. 
T ealanetand the honorable Senator to say that 
there were one hundred and eighty thousand wild 
Indians. Surely that must be a mistake. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I said that was the number 
of Indians there. 
Mr. BELL. 
mistake to imagine that there was that number of 
| wild Indians. I understood the honorable Sena- 
| tor, then, to say that there are one hundred and 
eighty thousand Indians in that country, and only 
eighteen hundred soldiers; and I believe he does 
not include the Indians in Texas in that statc- 

ment. 


| eighty thousand Indians in the western military 
department, which extends from the Mississippi 


|| river to the Rocky mountains, excluding Texas 
||} and New Mexico. 


Of course, all the Indians are 
not wild Indians. Included in this number are 
the Delawares, and a few small tribes which have 
treaties with the United States. 
include the whole number of Indians, I suppose it 
would amount to something like four hundred 
thousand. 

Mr. BELL. Within the territories of the 
United States ? 

Mr. SHIELDS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BELL. | do not propose to go into that 
subject now; but I really think that there must be 
some mistake in supposing that there are one hun- 
dred and eighty thousand Indians west of the Mis- 
sissippi, excluding T'’exas and New Mexico. On 
a former occasion, when I went into an investiga- 





tion of that point, with the lights before us, I came 
| to. the conclusion that the roving Indians were 


| about forty or forty-five thousand. 


I think this 
calculation was made at the time when it was pro- 


posed to collect the wild Indians at Fort Laramie, 
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| 
| 


I thought it must have been a || 





Mr. SHIELDS. There are one hundred and 


If we were to || 


and make treaties with them. An appropriation | 
frontier who are in the habit of coming in contact || was made for that purpose ; but | do not recollect || mated, in round numbers, at four hundred thou- 
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how many they succeeded in gettin sae 
there are only about forty thousand wit if 
they are not so numerous as is supposed ‘DCiang, 
| presume, that these are the only Indians ont 
_ whose disposition the Government is uninfor Oat 

I presume there can be no doubt as to the frien 
| disposition of the Indians immediately sien 
| borders, such as the large and flourishin ‘ : 
| west of Arkansas, who, I believe, alone a 
| to fifty-eightthousand. Itisthe disposition aa 
| wild tribes which we wish toascertain. W,4.* 
| to find out whether they are for peace or for _ 
_ It is proposed to see whether they will take — 
| annual gratuity, and remain at peace, as those ia 
| who met at Fort Laramie, a few years ago, The, 
iI put it to the honorable Senator, whether the . 
| dian agents and superintendents, and Governm,. 
| Officials now on the ground, could not, ima shor 
| space of time, better answer the Purposes of = 
| Government, and of the country, in getting relinht 
information? Why, then, should they not bean 
_ trusted with the duty of sounding the dispositic, 
of these roving bands? ” 
| Mr. WELLER. Will the Senator from Ty, 
| nessee allow me to read a short paragraph from 

the report made by Mr. Schoolcraft, on Indi, 
statistics, showing the number of Indians on the 
new line of frontier acquired by the treaty o 
| Guadalupe Hidalgo? With the Senator’s permis 

sion I will read it. 

- BELL. Very well. 
r. WELLER. Mr. Schoolcraft says: 


| The entire number of Indians On the new line of fro, 
tiers acquired since the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and 
of the Pacific territories, is shown to be 168,002, name 
| Texas, 29,575; New Mexico, 58,480; California, 45,955. 
| Oregon and Washington, 22,733; and Utah, 12,000. ‘7, 
| gross numbers would, at the usual rate of computation jo; 
| women and children, and old and superanuated men, give 
| 33,600 fighting men.” 


Mr. BELL. Is that the whole number in oy, 
| new ieee 
Mr. WELLER. There are thirty-three thoy. 





| sand warriors in the new acquisitions. 


Mr. BELL. Do 1 understand the honorable 
| Senator to assert that thirty-three thousand war. 
riors have been added to the Indian country by 
the Mexican trenty? : 

Mr. WELLER. Yes, sir. According to Mr. 
Schoolcraft’s statement, one hundred and sixty. 
eight thousand Indians have been added, giving, 
at the usual computation, over thirty-three thou- 
sand warriors. should remark, however, tha 
| this statement embraces Texas. 

Mr. BELL. That opens a larger field than | 
propose to go into now. Ido not mean, at this 
time, to go into the question, whether or not there 
| is a necessity for raising these volunteers. If there 
is, if a crisis has arrived, rendering their employ- 
ment necessary, no man will vote for raising them 
more cheerfully than I will; but I should like to 
hear the evidence on which the idea of such a crisis 
is sustained. Ifthere were such a large numberof 
| warriors as the Senator from California supposes, 
it would afford ground for apprehension. My 
object, however, was not, at this time, to go in 
that question; but my purpose was to speak as 
the proposed appointment of commissioners. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Let me read a few words 
from the last annual report of the Secretary of 
Wear, on this subject: 

“© We have a sea-board and foreign frontier of more than 
ten thousand miles ; an Indian frontier, and routes through 
the Indian country, requiring constant protection, of more 
than eight thousand miles, and an Indian population of 
| more than four hundred thousand, of whom probably one 

half, or forty thousand warriors, are inimical, and ouly 
wait the opportunity to become active enemies. ”’ 

Mr. BELL. I do not wish to go into that 
matter now, as I hardly think it necessary to do 
so. I do not believe that there are four hundred 
thousand Indians in the whole territories of the 
United States. I have looked at Mr. Schoolcraft’s 
book, and I[ believe I have seen before the state- 
ment which was read by tlhe honorable Senator 
from California, and I think it not so unlikely 
that we at:quired as great a number as one hun- 
dred and sixty-eight thousand by the proaty of 
annexation, as the other statement is. But I be- 
lieve we have always exaggerated the number of 
| Indian tribes in the interior. We formerly esti- 
_ mated them at three hundred thousand before the 

treaty by which we acquired New Mexico and 
| California, though | think it a very large estimate. 
| Since then, the number has generally been esti- 
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; adil’ Now, it is stated, that there are two hun- | 





inal dred thousand of them disaffected. That, Sie 
nd yaual computation of one warrior to every hve | 
bow Ml eou!8, which, I think, is an approximate estimate, | 
me Peeves forty thousand warriors as the re \ 
nd E Fikely to become hostile. If that be true, we ought 
ow Meiito have ten thousand volunteers instead of a 
ibe thousand. If there be any imminent danger o | 
oun Fie hostilities, and if it be true that there be Ss 
f the jarge number of hostile Indians, three resin 
Vish Je troops will be a very small force to oppose them. 
war [oe «= The honorable Senator from Illinois _knows, 
OMe from the part which I have taken in the Commit- 
di Het tee on Indian Affairs, that I have regarded the 
hey Mem increase of our regular Army as inevitable from | 
Ip. [Em the recent great extension of our Indian frontier, | 
ve both west and east of the Rocky mountains. I || 
tte [Pm cannot but think that, if the statement which the || 
the Senator from Illinois has just read be correct, it 
ble will require ten thousand troops to keep the In- 
th. dians in check. ‘Three thousand men will not 
lon © maintain peace on the extensive line of frontier, 
F including New Mexico, California, Utah, the 
en. western part of Texas, and the western border of | 
om 7 the old States and Territories. Besides, we have 


7 Oregon and Washington Territories to protect. | 
> Causes for rupture continually arise when our | 
} population is extending on both sides of the In- 
dians. The close contiguity of the races excites 
® passions which lead to disturbances. Besides, 
we have to protect the different lines of emjgra- 
tion which we have in our Territories. We are 
7 not contented with having our old emigrant route; 
nd > Lat we have recently marked out another line—1 
> mean the Governor Stevens route; I do not know 
how better to designate it. We have indicated 
© our disposition to establish posts along that line, 
and we have thus aroused the jealousy of the | 
various Indian tribes in that neighborhood. It | 
may be that the greatest probability of the sup-_ 
posed threatened hostility is along that very line; | 
- | but no matter on what line it be, or whether it be 
> on all together, if there be such a hostile disposi- | 
tion existing in the minds of the Indians on ac- | 
count of the white settlements encroaching on | 
them, and interfering with their game and means 
of subsistence, three thousand volunteers or 
mounted men, with all your regular Army, will | 
not protect the frontiers and hold the Indians in 
, | ae check. 
: But, sir, 1 had supposed that, before this time, 
energetic measures would have been taken to con- 
ciliate the friendship of these tribes. 1 expressed 
that opinion before this. I do not wish it to be | 
understood, however, that [ am opposed to the 
amendment of the honorable Senator in regard to | 
raising a volunteer force. I do not propose to 
oppose it until | am better informed on the subject 
thanI am now. It seems to me, however, that 
by annual gratuities or annuities to the Indians, 
or by distributing provisions and subsistence, to | 
a small extent, we should, with one third, nay, 
net more than one fourth of the expenditure 
which this provision will cost, succeed far better 
in preserving peace with the Indians, than if we 
had ten thousand troops on the frontiers. | 
It may be that the result of the policy indicated | 
__» by the honorable Senator from Illinois will be the 
selection of experienced and able commissioners— 
men acquainted with the Indian character; not ap- 
pointed for the mere purpose of bestowing office— 
though, of course, that might always be expected 
to enter into such matters. I do not impute to 
the President any such disposition. If the result 
should be the selection from our frontier of such | 
men who are sincerely desirous of maintainin 
peace, | believe it would be the most economical | 
appropriation we could make to institute such a | 
commission. But, sir, | must tell the honorable | 
Senator from Illinois, that, from my past expe- 
rience, | have not full confidence in such a plan. | 
! have seen, on former occasions, the result of these 
commissions. [ aided once, when I was a mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives, in getting a | 
commission appointed to sit, I believe, for two or 
three years. I had great expectations of the im- 
portant benefits which that commission would 
confer on the country; but | was wholly disap- 
pointed; and yet the men who were then at the 
head of the Government were as patriotic as those 
who are now at its head; they were men in whom | 
we could repose as much confidence as we can re- 
= in the present Administration, or as we are | 
ikely to repose in any succeeding Administration. 


ay, 
he 
of 
is- 
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to that commission. There was considerable ex- 
penditure involved in it. There was a greater | 
show and parade of the benefits which were sup- 
posed to be likely to accrue to the country by the 
appointment of the commission than any real or 
substantial advantage from it. 

If the object be what! have just intimated, per- 
haps it may be desired to put one thousand or 
three thousand volunteers on our frontier, and 


| hold them in check, as well as the Indians, until 
_ three experienced, able, patriotic men, appointed 


as commissioners, can call together the various 
nomadic tribes, the wanderers of the desert, sound 
their disposition, and make treaties with them. 
If that be so, the commissioners should have 
authority te make liberal treaties, to grant them 
annuities, or deliver provisions in kind once or 
twice a year; for, sir, the Indians must be fed or 
they must be exterminated. We are wresting 
their means of subsistence from them by the ad- 
vance of our settlements. When the white popu- 
lation a them they lose their game; and 
hence, I say, they must be fed or exterminated. 
In that view of the case, if the alternative is now 
clearly perceived by the Government, that, ifthey 
do not accede to liberal propositions for the annual 
subsistence of the Indians, there is no recourse | 


| but to pursue them to their fastnesses in the | 


mountains in winter, and all other seasons of the | 
year, and to exterminate them, prompt measures | 
should be taken. If commissioners are to be ap- | 
pointed, they ought to have ample powers, and 

Congress should indicate the valley which they 

wish them to pursue, by making appropriations | 
to enable them to subsist and preserve peace with | 
the Indians until treaties can be made by the 
Government, satisfactory to the Indians them- 


selves, and to the country. | 


the chair.) The question is on the first section 
of the amendment offered by the Senator from 
I}linois. 

Mr. RUSK. That provides for the appointment 
of commissioners. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. RUSK. I hope it will not be agreed to. 
I do not see any necessity for it. It looks very 
well on paper as a precautionary measure to avoid 
a war; but, in my judgment, it is more likely to 
produce than to avoid one. We have agents and 
superintendents who understand all the questions 
that could arise with the Indians much better than 
a new body of men selected here and sent out 
among them could possibly do. If it isnecessary, 
therefore, to hold any talks with the Indians, it 
would be a great deal better to let them be con- 
ducted by men who are acquainted with their 
habits and ideas, and who are, and have been, 
among them, than to take strangers. These 
offices would be sought after by politicians. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Will the honorable Senator 
permit me to make a little explanation ? 

Mr. RUSK. Certainly. 


Mr. BELL. Will the Senator permit me te | 
|| read the law to which I referred? 


Mr. SHIELDS. Idothisin reply, eee rE 
to the honorable Senator from Tennessee, but it 


may also throw out some ideas for the Senator | 


from Texas, and he can judge of their force. 
The view which the committee took of this matter, 


and I certainly heartily concur with them, was, 


that if we are to employ three thousand vol- 
unteers, and add to that volunteer force two thou- 
sand regulars, and place at the head of that army 


|| of five thousand men a general in the United 


States Army, and send them into the Indian 
country, it would be war. No gentleman under- 
stands this better than the honorable Senator from 
Tennessee. The men who committed the mas- 
sacreat Fort Laramie, the men who have destroyed 
the mail carriers, the men who have robbed our 
trains, those outlaws and brigands—for the In- 
dians have outlaws and brigands amongst them 
as well as white men have, who put their own 


rules and regulations at defiance as well as ours— | 
would elude the army and escape from it, and fly | 


to the mountains. But when you send three thou- 
sand volunteers, and two thousand regulars, under 
a general, and he goes and makes war upon them, 
all the peaceable tribes, hearing of the force which 
is coming against them, will fly to arms in self- 
defense, and unite with those men who are now 


We were, however, wholly disappointed in regard || 


|| that are hostile and will come to no terms. 
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they do not; and you will have a general Indian 
war, ending in what I should deplore of all things 
on earth—a general Indian extermination; because, 
sir, you have no place for the removal of those 
| Indians to. You cannot do as we have done in 
| Georgia, and on the sea-board. You cannot re- 


‘| move them further west. 


Then, what is proposed? That three commis- 
| sioners shall go out with what I will call the olive 
| branch. We propose to send able and competent 
men out there, for I take it for granted that the 
| Executive will appoint such men. If it is liable 
to be mismanaged, that is a danger which attends 
other things as well. Those commissioners are 
| to P° out to the Indian country. 

hold in my hand the report in regard to the 
| Indians. If the honorable Senator will examine 
it carefully, he will see that the great Sioux family, 
| which can bring from six thousand to eight thou- 
| sand warriors into the field, haveamorg them — 
‘or 
| instance, there are the Brulies, who massacred the 
men at Fort Laramie. Then, they have the 
Oyer-lal-lah, and some others, who are peaceful, 
and want peace. Now, will the honorable Sena- 
tor not separate these men from the hosule In- 
dians? ould he turn the army loose upon all 
these and confound them together? Will he send 
an army against them before he gives the peaceable 
ones assurances that they will be protected and 
defended? Does he not know (no gentleman 
knows aa that in these Indian wars the army 
attacks the Indians who are generally peaceful, 
and remaining and living in little peaceful villages; 
that the hostile men fly to the mountains and 
elude the army; and that on both sides it is the 





|| destruction of the innocent? for the Indians come 


down and attack the peaceful settlers on the fron~ 


The PRESIDING OPnCRE Aa? || tier, and devastate them, and the army retaliates 
e “ICER, (Mr. Foor, in | 


oo also whatever Indians they meet. 
ould he, with the information which he has 
before him, send out an army of, say, five thou- 
sand men, or three thousand men, under a gen- 
eral, for the purpose of war, without making some 
effort to give those poor tribes who are anxious 
for peace, assurances of protection ? 

In reply to my friend from Tennessee, I will 
say that these are the facts, and when he examines 
the reports he will find them to be so. These In- 
dians, having committed a variety of depredations, 
are now ina state of alarm. They are organiz- 
ing; they are forming a confederation. They are 
preparing for war, because they expect chastise- 
ment and punishment. He will find that some «f 
the tribes, which have been guilty of the enormi- 
ties, have fled back to the peaceful tribes, and are 
now engaged in organizing them to prepare fora 
general war. They are attempting to establish a 
general confederation. The object of this commis- 
| sion is to prevent that confederation—to prevent 
those men who are hostile from combining with 
them the others who are anxious for peace. 

The honorable Senator says our agents are suf- 
| ficient to do what thecommission can do. If that 
be so, why have they notdonesoalready? They 
|| have failed in doing it. But, sir, the commission 
will be authorized to unite with them the agents 
to aid and assist them; and I hold that it is due to 
the moral conscience of the nation that you should 
|| make every effort for peace, and for protecting the 
peaceable men, before you let your army loose 
upon them. Unless such effortsare made, ! should 
| hesitate to raise this force, for | should feel a re- 
sponsibility in seeing one drop of Indian blood 
shed unnecessarily. It must be one of those cases 
when there is no other remedy, in which I would 
|| let the army loose upon them. I did not believe 
| there was an honorable Senator in the body, or a 
| man in the United States, who could object to 
| sending a peaceable commission before you serid 
|an army against them. I know that you may, 
'| when you send out a general at the head of an 
army, instruct him not to attack the peaceful 
| tribes; to discriminate between the innocent and 
| the guilty; and to make treaties also; but, for one, 
| never would intrust the sword and tre olive 

branch to the same man—never. The man who 

goes out with the sword, will go to fight; he will 

go to carry on the war. The men who accom- 

any him will press him into it if he hesitates. He 

| loses his reputation asa general, if he acquires 
areputation as a peacemaker. I know that to be 

thecase. I should dislike such a function myself. 


| 








hostile. They will expect to be exterminated if |) He will be pressed on by the volunteers. They 
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will go there to fight. They will not be satisfied 
unless they do fight; and it will be a most inglo- 
rious war—and not only inglorious, butcommence 
it, and nO man can tell when it will terminate. 
We know that the Indians have acquired immense 
information latterly in relation to fire-arms. Our 
traders have sold them the best rifles, the best 
muskets, and plenty of ammunition. My opinion 
is that the traders are at the bottom of a great deal 
of this mischief. The Indians, therefore, are now 
a very furmidable body, and would employ for 
many years, any force that we can send against 
them. 
Sir, I come back to the original proposition. It 
is to prevent this war—to chastise the outlaws 
and brigands, who are prowling about the emigrant 
line. That is the purpose; and we desire the com- 
missioners, in connection with other agents of | 
the Department who are out there now, to visit 
those who are not thus engaged, and give them | 
the assurance which this proposition provides for. 
Has the honorable Senator any objection to that? 
Will the commissioners provoke the Indians? 
Wiill they excitewar? Can they do any injury? 





Can they do any harm? The sending of sucha | 


body of men, for such a purpose, is, in my hum- 
ble opinion, due not only to ourselves, but to the 
country. I repeat, what I said before, that it 
meets not only with the hearty approval of the 
President, but he seemed to be rejoiced at having || 
it in his power to prevent the shedding of the 
blood that might otherwise be shed, in the conflict || 
between our men and the Indians. 

Mr. RUSK. I would go as far as the honor- || 
able Senator from Illinois to prevent war; but I | 
must be excused from sustaining this proposition, | 
for, in my judgment, the means which it pro- | 
poses are not likely to accomplish the object. If | 
we go back, it will be seen that we are unpro- 
tected on all these lines. The Secretary of War 
has assed for regular troops, who are not likely 





but will goto the captain. The best way 
Indian’s, and especially the wild Indian’s, good 
graces is to excite his fears. 

But here will be a division of counsels. Three 
commissioners are to go out; and what will be 
the result? We shall get a batch of treaties which 

| we shall have to reject. The commissioners will 
be sent out to accomplish an object. They will 


} 
| 


have to accomplish something. ‘They must make | 


| treaties. Cannot that be done as well without the 
additional expense? Cannot it be done just as 
well by the agents and superintendents whom you 
/ have among the Indians now? And is it likely 
| that they are to agree? One of the most import- 
| ant things in the intercourse with the Indian is to 
keep the same talk to him. If a commissioner 
goes and tells him one thing, and then a general 
| goes along and tells him another, he is distracted. 
| He will believe the general, certainly. He will 
| believe the man who has a force at the back of 


| him. So that, in my judgment, it will not ac- 
| complish the object which the Senator says he has | 


| in view, and which, I have no doubt, he has, and 
| which is desirable to prevent any bloodshed or 
war. If it were likely to accomplish that object, 
| would vote for it cheerfully; but I say it is not 


| likely to take a single step towards the accom- 


plishment of it. On the contrary, it is likely to 
| produce confusion. The Indians have been in 
the habit of talking with the agents who are among 
them. They believe that those agents have been 
sent to them by the Government—by the Presi- 
dent. When you send your commissioners, will 
they hold the same sort of talk? If not, there 
will be confusion. Is it likely, not knowing what 
has happened before, not knowing anything about 
the habits of the Indians, that they will be likely 
to follow precisely the same line of policy which 
has been pursued before ? 

Mr. SHIELDS. If the honorable Senator will 





to go into the depredations which the honorable | 
Senator expects. These he proposes to call out. | 
A part of the honorable Senator’s speech has been | 
a sort of attack on the war partof the amendment. | 
It has a peace part and a war part combined. It 
provides for raising three thousand troops; but 
they are not be called out until the three commis- 
sioners visit the Indians. He says the Indian 
agents can do nothing with them. 

Mr. SHIELDS. i did not say that the troops | 
were not to be called out. I did not contemplate 
such a thing. 

Mr. RUSK. How is it to be regulated ? 

Mr. SHIELDS. I leave that to the President. 

Mr. RUSK. Which would go first? 

Mr. SHIELDS. I suppose the honorable Sen- 
ator knows that the three thousand men cannot 
be raised ina day. I suppose that five hundred | 
or one thousand can be raised in Missouri before 
they can in New York; and with those, or with | 
five hundred regulars, which would be still better, | 
the commissioners can advance, and if they can 
thus accomplish the object, the President will | 
raise only as many as are necessary. 

Mr. RUSK. Then it is to bea mixed commis- 
sion, as | understand it. These commissioners | 
are not to go out first. They are to go accom- | 
panied by a military force sufficient to protect || 
them. You have agents there who know, or | 
ought to know, the Indians. The office was | 
instituted for the purpose of getting those who | 
were familiar with the Indians to discharge its 
duties, and explain the duties of the Government | 
to the Indians. But, says the Senator, they can- 
not do paetnees They cannot accomplish any 
desirable object; but it is likely to be accomplished 
by three commissioners. Here is the establieh- 
ment of three officers, and the incurring of a con- 
siderable amount of expense. They would not 
have more influence over the Indians than the 
intelligent agents who are already amongst them, 
and who certainly have an advantage over any 
stranger that may be selected. I am very well 
aware that politicians will seek these offices. 
Well, those commissioners are to go out and hold | 
a talk with the Indians. They are to go to offer | 
the olive branch of peace. If they go by them- | 
selves, the Indians will very likely think that we 
are afraid of them, and that we do not intend to 
chastise them atall. If they go as the honorable | 
Senator proposes they shall go, with the military | 
force, 1 know enough about tho Indians to know || 


that they will do nothing with the peace agent, || 








permit me, I will state the amendment provides 
that the commissioners shall report to the General 
in command as to the disposition of the tribe, &c. 

Mr. RUSK. There isanotherconfusion. The 
commissioners from what they see and hear—no 
doubt they will get plenty of promises—may 
think that the talk is enough to give assurance of 
peace; the general may think it is not. There 
will thus be divided counsel. Where will be 
the responsibility ? The general will throw it off 
upon the commissioners, and the commissioners 
upon the general. If you want the duty per- 
formed, select a proper agent, and put the respon- 
sibility upon him, and give him no excuse by 
which he can throw it off. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I was not in the Committee 
on Military Affairs when this subject wasacted on. 
If I had been there, I would have suggested -—— 

Mr. WELLER. Will the Senator allow me 
to make a remark? I believe the details of the 
amendment, as now proposed by the chairman of 


| the Committee on Military Affairs, were never 
| committed to a meeting of that committee. 


All 


that | understood the committee to agree to was, 


|| to raise three thousand volunteers for a period of 
| eighteen months, as called for by the President. 


They were to be organized in the manner in which 
the law of 1846 provided for the organization of 
the volunteers called out for the Mexican war. 
But, | am sure, as a member of that committee, I 
never should have agreed to the organization of a 
band of Indians to aid the white men in prose- 
cuting this war. In other words, I have never 
been consulted, so far as the details of that amend- 
ment are concerned; and, therefore, | hold myself 
at liberty either to go: for it in its present a 
or to suggest any modification which, in my judg- 
ment, may be proper. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The Committee agreed upon 
two things: First, the appointment of three com- 
missioners, for the purpose of making peaceable 
accommodations with the Indians. The Senator 
agreed to that. 

Mr. WELLER. That is true. 

Mr. SHIELDS. They agreed upon giving 
three thousand voiunteers, as the Department 
wished them. Does the Senator agree to that ? 

Mr. WELLER. No; I do not. 


Mr. SHIELDS. Itisa question of veracity, 
it seems. 
Mr. WELLER. I said ‘‘no’’ to that question 


for this reason. I did not know what plan the 
Secretary of War proposed to adopt in organizing 
the three thousand. Ali that] assented to was, 
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the Executive to put down these Indian distuy 
lb» 


any additional compensation for such service.” 


That was adopted, if I recollect aright, upon 
full discussion. 
believe, at full length, according to my memory. 
I was then connected, in the other branch of Con- 
gress, with the Committee on Indian Affairs. | 
was adopted to get rid of a class of officers con- 
nected with the Indian service, passing under the 
style of commissioners, who were unsuited en- 
tirely to the purpose, and from whose action, is 
connection with the public service, there had origw- 
ated misfortunes and erroneous steps in regard 
to the policy of the Government. 

The proposition, then, Mr. President, suggested 
by the Senator from Tennessee, is to strike out of 
the amendment so much as relates to the appoint: 
ment of commissioners, in connection with the 


| present proposition for the organization of a force 


to go out amongst the Indians, to make treaties. 
The condition in which we would be left by adopt- 
ing that suggestion is palpable, and, I think, if it 
be adopted we shall be in a better situation than if 
the amendment be agreed to as it has been offered 
by the Senator from Illinois. What will be a 


it was reported and debated, — 





ces. more 
Mr. SHIELDS. Well, Mr. President, |, Op ch 

|, Not want to get into a difficulty here. W oe aan 
| the message of the President and Secretar b ; M - it. 
us, and we agreed upon two things. | —s ei f al ° 
the other members of the committee in - be he z vel t 
it. One was the appointment of three wd _ in 
| sioners to proceed to the Indians and carr _ they 
| olive branch. The other was—and | aa “oe sume 
|| reluctant as any one upon that point—to give > dians 
_ Executive what they demanded, and to leaye oe of th 
| responsibility upon the Executive. 1 took . Oe to th 
amendment which the Department had prepa 1 habit 
for the three thousand volunteers, understand will 
that that was the opinion of the committee | wes 
instructed by the committee on that point ' ® app 
have presented ithere. But I repeat, as | ta, B © the 
already stated, I am willing and anxious that the serv 
ps of the amendment providing for employing por 
ndians should be stricken out. That does - We 

| meet my approval at all; and I only reported j the 
_in conformity with what I believed to be the jy, 1 
structions of the committee, just to let the Exe, frot 
tive be responsible for the act, and to give then sha 
what they called for. I therefore offered the cla 
| amendment, prepared, as it was, by the Deparr. an 
/ment. The only change made in it was oy ar} 
_ which the honorable Senator himself urged po, Pr 
us, and which was very correct; that is, to yy, w! 
the Wlunteers the power of appointing their ow, ev 
officers. pr 
Mr. JOHNSON. In regard to the employmer; st 

of Indians I have now nothing to say, as that pro. hi 
vision has been stricken out by the assent of th. m 
Senator who proposed the amendment. [ni regari al 
to the suggestion which is made by the Senato 8 
from Tennessee, as a modification of ‘the amen. | a 
ment which is offered by the Senator from |jj. ft 
nois, relating to the appointment of the thre n 
commissioners, I have a word or two to say, n 
| The law, as it now stands, which was passed oy 0 
the 27th of February, 1851, provides, as follows; I 
** That hereafter all Indian treaties shall be negotiated by : 

such officers and agents of the Indian department as the 

President of the Unlted States may designate for that pur. ( 
pose; and no officer or agent so employed shall receive ( 


i. 

i 

| 3 
| 


tained by the appointment of these commission | 


ers? Under the law, as it now stands, only the 
agents can be employed who are already connecied 
with the Indian service, and who are, in some 
measure, familiar with the character of the Indians, 
and with the policy and intentions of the Govern- 
ment with reference to them. If these commis 
sioners are not conceded, to what quarter will the 
President look for agents to make treaties of peace 
with the Indians? It will become his duty, under 
the express provision of the act of February 27, 
1850, to take those who are now in the service. 
For instance, if more than one is needed, the su- 
perintendent of the Indians in the West can be 
taken for that purpose, and sent upon these expe 
ditions, which it is not expected will consume any 
very great length of time; or, if only oneis needed, 
he can leave off the superintendent, and take the 
agent who is connected with the tribe, and leave 
him to treat with them. I 
It is to be presumed that the individual who 18 
now connected with the agency established in 4 
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1855. 
hom a treaty will have to be made, is 
= ~27 with there wants and complaints, 
with the policy that the Government may 
= ‘hto adopt with reference to the particular tribe, 
a oe other individual that can be transmitted 


x He is certainly more familiar with what he 
had pledged the Government to do. It may be 


one else should be «ssociated with 
so that, if he has made improper pledges, 
may be arrested; but it is certainly to be pre- 
d that those agents who are among the In- 


him; 
they 
sume! . 
dians Wit | 
of the Indians, 
to that country, 


than any that can be transmitted 


i] have more of the confidence and the ear | 


| 


| 


] 
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teers out among the Indians, from the habits of 
the volunteers, and the strong temptation which 
would exist in the mind of an ambitious officer to 


|| perform some exploits, or do something by which 
|| he might acquire fame and reputation. 


} 


Believing this, and intending, before the vote is 


|| taken upon the amendment, to offer some such 


|| that the vote upon this should be taken after it is || 
|, decided whether we shall raise the three thousand 


| 


amendment to that amendment, I would prefer 


volunteers, or give two regiments of regulars and 
a company of rangers, which would amount to a 
force of something like fifteen or sixteen hundred 


who are unaccustomed to Indian || men. It would save much money, and, I believe, 


habits and to the Indian tribes with whom they || would furnish the Government with far more 


will have to deal. That is the condition in which 


D we shall be left if the commissioners are not to be 


appointed. In making the selection of the agents, 
the President can take from any part of the Indian 
service, either from the bureaus here, or from any 

ortion of the agents of the different trjbes at the 


he Government will desire to deal. 
" am sir, that the suggestion of the. Senator 
from Tennessee will be agreed to, and that we 


|| efficient means for restraining the outrages in such | 


|| a manner as would prevent war; because it would 


|| be more under the control of the Department than | 
If vol- | 
| unteers are to go out, I think we had better send |, 
j ) || the commission with them. 
West who may be nearest to the tribes with whom | 


} 


|| 


| 


shall have no more commissioners appointed. The | 


class of commissioners who had been appointed, | 


and who led to the enactment of the law of Febru- 
ary, 1851, had been such as were forced upon the 
President. Say what we will for the anxiety 
which we ought to admit exists on the part of 


| 


: _of || for an emergency, that the regular troops are al- | 
every President of the United States to appoint || ways the best troops to keep peace among the In- | 


if we raise the force which is proposed. 


1 do not know that 
it would be of much service, but still there is some 
faint hope that perhaps they might be of service in 
treating, and preventing the outrages and Indian 


|! hostilities. But if, on the contrary, we raise the 
other forces which I suggest, then | see no neces- | 


sity for sending such a commission; and | believe 


|| myself that would be the better plan. 


Mr. SHIELDS. 


his remarks, that these volunteers are only troops 


proper officers, itis yet often the case that the || dians;and that that cannot be done permanently 


sternest President is unable to appoint men whom || except by a permanent force, not by a movable op- | 


his judgment would tell him would be the better || 


men for the post. 


It is also often the case, if not | ize three or four regiments of regulars. 


erating army. But it will take some time to organ- 
I believe 


always, that the President himself is not we! || the Senator knows also, that if the bill in relation 


suited to judge upon the qualifications of different || to the regulars, should pass this session, the force \] 


applicants for offices, and consequently political |! could not be organized before the fall. Now, the 


friends, or persons who may be around him, or || danger, if | understand it, is to be apprehended |, 
members of Congress, whether political friends or || in the spring. The apprehension is that, in the | 


not, force upon his consideration the appointment 
of such men as are totally and wholly unfit for the 
place, and ignorant of its duties. It was to get 
rid of that class of appointments, a class, as they 
were termed in that day in the debates, of broken- 


| 
| 
| 


spring thé Indians will burst upon the settlements; 


and these volunteers are merely to meet that emer- | 


gency. I see the difficulties which are in the way; 


| and | should prefer the regular troops by far. 


Mr. HUNTER. I will suggest to my friend 


down politicians, who were transmitted upon these || from Illinois, that they could, no doubt, raise five 


errands in the performance of these duties, for the 
sake of giving them a place to go to, and some- 
thing to support themselves upon, that the law 
was passed, as well as to render the public service 
effective in itself by the appointment of those who 
were competent, from their knowledge of the In- 
dians, to perform and discharge the duties of the 
office in the best manner. 
port the amendment to the amendment which 1s 
suggested by the Senator from Tennessee, to 
strike out all that portion which relates to the ap- 
pointment of three commissioners. 


great difficulty and embarrassment. At least, sir, 
it has given me much anxiety. The proposition 
for a commission has, in certain aspects of the 
case, some recommendations. If we are to send 
out an army of volunteers—three thousand, as is 
proposed by the amendment—amongst the In- 
dians, I fear a long and dangerous war is almost 
inevitable. If such a force as that should be sent 
out, then T understand it to be the proposition of 
the Senator from Illinois not to revive the old 
system, which was very properly put down, but 
to send along with it a commission, to treat for 
peace; and looking to it as offering some hope, 


some very faint hope, of arresting those diffi- || 


culties, if the selection should be wisely made, | 
have come to the conclusion that I will vote for 
such a commissioner in the event that the three 
thousand volunteers should be raised. Of course 
it will depend upon the selection which the Presi- 
dent may make, whether the commission would 
be of any use or not. He might, undoubtedly, 


of the force, who might have experience and 
knowledge of the Indian character and habits, and 
be of service in preventing the results which I 
apprehend from raising such a body of volunteers, 
and sending them among the Indians. 

But, sir, 


unteers, to raise, at once, two regiments of regu- 


lars, and some five hundred rangers. I would | sition. 


prefer to substitute another force, which I believe 
would be much better fitted for the end, and which 
might be raised without leading to the result which 
I apprehend from sending three thousand volun- 


| 


| 
} 


hundred rangers as soon as they could the volun- 
teers, and those, with some three or four hundred 


'| dragoons, who are at the service of the Depart- | 


ment, would at once furnish a force in the spring 


| of some eight or nine hundred men to start with, 


| and we might raise the regiments of regulars by | 


I shall, therefore, sup- || 








I would propose, instead of these vol- || the appointment of a commission. 


| the time they should be wanted. 
Mr. SHIELDS. 1 will ask, sir, because I will 


| take to-night to consider the proposition, whether 


| the Senator will aid usin putting the recommenda- 


|, tion of the Executive to increase the Army by || Mr. HOUSTON. 
|| four regiments, in place of this amendment? 
Mr. HUNTER. This whole subject is one of || 


Mr. HUNTER. 


I cannot; I have said what 


| I would do. That is as far as | would go. My 
|| object is to supply a sufficient force of regulars to | 


| prevent these outrages, and not to raise such an 


| army of volunteers as would invite war, and, | 
|| am afraid, lead to an Indian war, the end and con- 


sequences of which no man can foresee. 

Mr. SHIELDS. 
ator know that, at the last session, we passed a bill 
| through the Senate, which has never been touched 
in the House, to increase the Army? This bill 
may meet the same fate again; and how do we 
stand before the country? for the President has 
| made the call upon us. 
Mr. HUNTER. Perhaps the Senator does 
| not understand me. I agreed to vote fur the prop- 
osition which I suggested as an amendment to 
his, on this bill. 

Mr. SHIELDS. That is for two regiments 
and five hundred rangers. 

Mr. HUNTER. Two regiments, which would 





I agree with the Senator in || 


Does not the honorable Sen- || 
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| made. Af you send a force, rely upon it there wii! 
| be fighting, especially if you send volunteers. Yov 
| cannot collect three thousand mounted men ot 
| rangers, and put them in the field under the com- 
mand of such a general as they would choose— 
and I hope they will have their own selection— 

without baving a skirmish with the Indians of 
some character or other; and there should be no 
party in connection with them who would disturb 
the military operations of the General-in-Chief. If 
| these three thousand volunteers are to be selected 
_as volunteer forces, in my opinion that is indis- 
| pensadle, unless the plan of the Senator from Vir- 
|| ginia is so enlarged asto create military posts while 
these military regiments are to be raised. We 
_ must have a large force, and we must have a mil- 
itary road, guarded by military posts through the 
country, and upon which pioneers can settle, and 
keep the Indians in subjection in all time to core. 
If we go to war with them, we ought to make it 
a final war. If this force is to be called out, it 
| seems to me they should have the selection of their 
|| own commander. It is rarely the case that we 
| meet with such an instance as this. There are 
| large bands of armed Indian warriors to be en- 
countered, and the commander should be the com- 
| missioner. He should have power to make war 
| and peace with the Indian tribes. My impression 
is, that the proper plan by which to obtain perma- 
nent peace with the Indians would be to have per- 
manent troops, and to establish permanent mili- 
tary posts along the emigrant route. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I want to understand the 
honorable Senator’s proposition. If I understand 
him, he desires that these volunteers should select 
|| their own general. 
|| Mr.GWIN. Certainly. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Whois to command them 
in this campaign ? 

Mr.GWIN. Certainly; and that that general 
| should be the commissioner to treat with the In- 
|, dians, instead of having a separate board of com- 
|| missioners. I think they might interfere with 
} each other. I am of the opinion that we never 
| can have that road properly protected and kept 
| clear of Indian depredations, unless we have a 
| permanent military road through the territories 
|_of the United States, with military posts, at which 
|| a portion of the Army shall be established, and 
| upon which there shall be settlements of pioneers, 
| who will very soon keepthe Indians down. I am 
|| in favor of the plan, and of having it speedily 
| brought before the Senate in some form in which 
| it can be voted upon on this bill; for I agree with 
|| the honorable Senator from Illinois, if we do not 
| put on this bill what we propose to do, it will 
|| probably be lost in the other House. 

I desire to make some 
observations on this subject before it is disposed 
|of. I wish to make a number of remarks, for I 
| shall not confine myself to the proposition of 
| employing an Indian force, or to the question of 
| appointing commissioners to treat with the In- 
| dians, but shell take a wider range. 
| Mr. BADGER. I will submit a motion to 
| adjourn, if the honorable Senator will give way. 
r. HOUSTON. I was just on the point of 
| doing so myself. 1 move that the Senate adjourn. 
| The motion was agreed to; and 
The Senate adjourned. 

















|| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspar, January 25, 1855. 

|| The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 

| by Rev. [lenny Sticer 

| TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 

| EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


| 
|| The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 


amount to one thousand two hundred and eighty || sage from the President of the United States, trans- 
select persons to go with the officers in command || men, and then five hundred rangers. 


Mr. SHIELDS. 

all sufficient. 
Mr. (WIN. What is the pendiug question? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

| first section of the amendment, which 
Mr. GWIN. J am not in favor of that propo- 


| commissioners. 


Ido not think the force at | 


It is on the} 
provides for | 


I do not think it is necessary to provide 
It seems to me that the best | 
| commissioner who could be sent would be the Gen- | 
| eral-in-Chief; that he would be the proper man 
| to determine when the Indian treaties should be |. 


mitting a communication from the Secretary of 
| the Interior, recommending an appropriation for 

the payment of a smail balance due the Cherokee 
| Indians; which, on motion by Mr. Haven, was 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
message from the President of the United States, 
transmitting reports of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior and the Postmaster General, together with 
accompanying documents,communicating inform- 
|| at.on of the progress made under the act of Con- 
gress of August 2, 1854, entitled “‘ An act to pro- 





ry 


@ 
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vide for the accommodation of the courts of the | 


United States in the cities of New York, Phila- 
delphia, and Boston.” 

Mr. WITTE. 1 understand the message just 
laid before the House by the Speaker to have 
reference to a subject which was submitted to the 
President, by resolution passed at the last session 
of Congress, clothing him with authority to make 
additional contracts for the purchase of sites, in 
the cities of New York, Philadelphia, and Bos- 
ton, for court-rooms and post offices. 1 under- 
stand from the message that the President has 
deemed it advisable not to exercise the authority 
conferred uponhim. He has also submitted tothe 
House the various propositions which have been 
made, but declined to make a selection. It is true, 
that the act gave him no authority to make a final 
and positive purchase. It gave him only the 
power to select the sites, requiring him to submit 
his action for our decision. 

The act is one of some moment. It is of the 
greatest importance, at least to the cities of New 
York, Philadelphia, and Boston, that a selection 
should be made—first, with regard to the fitness 
of the sites for the purposes for which they are 
intended, and then with regard to the sums which 
will be necessary to expend in their purchase. 
There are a number of propositions presented; 
and I have no doubt that you will find embraced 
in them offers for sites both fit and unfit, of low 
price and high price; and this House is now called 
upon to make a selection and decide in the case. 
{ would ask that the message and accompanying 
documents be referred to a select committee of 


five, with instructions to examine the subject, and | 


report, in order that the House may be able to 
give a correct decision in regard to this matter. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Does the message refer 
alone to court-houses, or does « embrace the 
whole subject? 
Mr. WITTE. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I think the communication 
had better go to the Judiciary Committee, although 
i have no objection to a reference of the subject 
to a select committee. 
The question was taken on Mr. Wirte’s mo- 
tion; and the message and accompanying docu- 
ments were referred to a sclect committee. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. DE WITT, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of 
the following titles: 

An act for the relief of Frederick Vincent, admin- 
istrator of James Le Caze, survivor of Le Caze & 
Mallett; and 

An act to authorize the issue of a register to 
the bark Colonist, by the name of The Lilly. 


Which thereupon received the signature of the 
Speaker. 


DR. KANE’S EXPEDITION. 
Mr.CHANDLER. I ask the unanimous con- 


sent of the House to have taken from the Speak- | 
er’s table, a joint resolution of the Senate with | 
@ reference to the expedition under Dr. Kane. If 1 


am allowed a few moments to make an explana- 
tion, I shall be able to remove the misapprehension 
under which gentlemen have labored, and espe- 
cially the honorable gentleman who objected to 
the consideration of the resolution a few days 
since, 


Mr. MILLSON. 


lead to debate. | was about to suggest, a moment 
or two since, that, as the House had agreed to 
close the debate upon the French spoliation bill at 


three o'clock this evening, it is desirable that we | 
go into the Committee of the Whole on the state | 


nf the Union early, and take up the special order. | 

Mr.CHANDLER. Does the gentleman from 
Virginia object? 

Mr. MILLSON. I think the 
see the propriety of an objection 
this time. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The consideration of the 
resolution will not occupy more than ten minutes. | 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the | 
consideration of the resolution ? 

Mr. HAMILTON. I object, if there is to be 
action upon it. 


entleman will 
eing made at 


_THE CON 


It embraces the whole subject. | 


I think it is a very inappro- | 


priate time to call up the resolution now, as it will |] Feported—ayes 96, noes 29. 


| liations committed by the 





TERRITORIAL BILLS. 
Mr. FAULKNER. [I ask the unanimous con- | 


to the territorial business, which has been set 
apart for consideration on Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday next. My object in reporting 


the bills at this time, is, that they may be printed | 


and in a condition to be acted upon by the House, 
when they proceed to the consideration of the 
special order next week. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I would inquire of the 
gentleman if the bill providing for three thou- 
sand volunteers is one of the bills which the 
gentleman desires to report. 
| Mr. FAULKNER. It is not; but I shall ask 
the unanimous consent of the House to take up 
that bill on Monday next, or move a suspension 
of the rules for the purpose. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia asks the unanimous consent of the House 
to make a report connected with territorial busi- 
| ness, that the bills may be referred, in order to 


be placed in a condition to be acted upon when || 


territorial business comes up under the special 
order next week. 
Mr. LETCHER. What are the reports about ? 
The SPEAKER. Territorial business. 
Mr. LETCHER. Yes; but what sort of terri- 
torial business ? : 
Mr. FAULKNER. 


| Mr. LETCHER. Are they military road bills? 
| Mr. FAULKNER. I think most of them are 
adverse reports, and there are no railroad bills 
among them. I want to place them in a condi- 
tion to come before the House on Monday, Tues- 


|| consideration of territorial business. 
Mr. LETCHER. I have no objection to that, 


but I am opposed to all roads, and if there are any | 


_road bills, 1 object. 
| Objections being made, the report was not 
received, 
FRENCH SPOLIATION BILL. 
Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 
|| rules be suspended, and the House resolve itself 


|| into the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 


|| the Union. 

The Chair announced that the motion was 
agreed to. 
|| Mr. MILLER, of Indiana. 
|| other side may be counted. 
| TheSPEAKER. The Chair inquired, before 
|| he announced his decision, if a further count was 
|| required, and he heard no response. 
|| Mr. MILLER. A further count was required 
|| in this part of the House. 
|| The SPEAKER. This is the first the Chair 


I ask that the 


ment as in time. 
Mr. ORR. I submit that it is too late. It is 
immaterial whether the call for a further count was 


Cc 


hair. 

The SPEAKER. That is a very rigid rule the 

gentleman from South Carolina would have fol- 

|| lowed. The Chair does not desire to entrap the 
House or any portion of its members, and will 

put the question again. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered and Messrs. Epmunpson 


|| and Puiiuips were appointed. 


The question was then taken; and the tellers 


So the motion was agreed to. a 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Seymour in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee at its last 
session, had under consideration House bill (No. 
117) to provide for the ascertainment and satis- 
faction of claims of American citizens for spo- 
French prior to the 
3ist day of July, 1801. The pending question is 
upon’the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from South Carolina, ‘Mr Orr,] to strike out the 
first section of the substitute proposed by the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, (Mr. Barty.) Upon that 

uestion the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
| Orr] has the floor. 
| Mr.ORR. Mr. Chairman—— 
| Mr. GIDDINGS, of Ohio. I rise to a question 
| of order. The rules of this House provide that 
no member shall speak more than once to the 





sent of the House to make reports from the |, same question without leave of the House, unless 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Committee on Military Affairs, having reference | he be the mover, pro 


I think the gentleman || 
from ee is aware they are not railroad bills. | 


day, and Wednesday, which aréset apart for the | 


1 move that the | 


has heard of it, but he will recognize the require- || 


made or not, as long as it was not heard by the | 
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ser, or i c 
matter pending, in which case cee ae o 
|| mitted to speak in reply, but not until ever we 
|| ber, choosing to speak, shall have spoken” tia 
| Mr. ORR. Yes, sir; but I have the start of 
gentleman upon that question. the 
| Mr. GIDDINGS. I claim the floor from th 
| gentleman under that 37th rule of the House ’ 
| The CHAIRMAN. But there is another ¢ 
|| of parliamentary practice which governs the 
|| House, and that is, that on an amendment bei ; 
| moved, a member who has spoken to the mmait 
| eee may speak again to the amendmen. 
|| The pending question is upon the amendment. - 
|_Mr. PHELPS. | ask the gentleman from Sous, 
|| Carolina to yield me the floor for a moment, for 


| 
all pursug 


| the purpose of explaining the course I sh 
|, upon the question under consideration. 
Mr. ORR. I will yield for that purpose. 
| Mr. PHELPS. I desire to state to the com. 
mittee theecourse I shall pursue on all questions 
pertaining to this bill. The rules of this House 
provide that ‘*no member shall vote on any 
"question, in the event of which he is immediate, 
and: particularly interested.’” My interest was 
| acquired by no act of mine, but came to me } 
| inheritance, through my maternal grandfathe; 
who was interested in a vessel which was seized 
and confiscated by the French cruisers; and in the 
|| event of the passage of this bill, something wou|4 
| be due to his heirs. 

I make this statement because no Opportunity 
will be afforded to me when the bill shall come 
into the House, and I desire to place upon the 
record the reasons why I shall not vote upon this 
question. 

Messrs. ORR and MILLSON addressed the 
committee in opposition to, and Messrs. PHIL. 
LIPS and BAYLY of Virginia, in favor of the 
bill. [Their speeches, withheld for revision, will 
be found in the Appendix.) 

Mr. BAYLY, having concluded his remarks, 
moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Why not 
| move that the committee rise and report the bill to 





the House with a recommendation that it pass? 

Mr. BAYLY. I have no objection to making 
the motion in that form. 

Mr. ORR. I submit that the motion is not in 
order. The bill has not been read by clauses. 

The CHAIRMAN. The regular order will be 
|| for the bill to be read by sections for amendment. 
|| Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Is not the 
motion that the committee rise in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. Not if it includes the 
motion to report the bill to the House. 

Mr. BAYLY. If thereis an amendment pend- 
ing, as I understand there is, of course it is notin 
order to move to report the bill to the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is an amendment 
pending which the Chair understands to be in the 
nature of a substitute. The Chair will rule, 
therefore, that the original bill must first be read 
by sections for amendments to perfect it, and then 
the vote taken upon the substitute. 

Mr. SKELTON. I move that the committee 
do now rise. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Upon that motion | de- 
mand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Seiiers and 
FuLiter were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 76, noes 69. 

So the motiun was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. Seymove 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had had the state of the Union 
generally under consideration, and particularly 
the French spoliation bill, and had come to no 
resolution thereupon. 


JAPAN EXPEDITION. 

Mr. BOCOCK, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following resolution; which was referred, 
under the rule, to the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested 
to communicate to this House a copy of Commodore M O- 
Perry’s report of the late expedition to Japan, and that ten 
thousand extra copies of the same, together with the maps, 
charts, and drawings accompanying, be printed for the use 
of the House, and that five hundred additional copies be 
printed for the use of the said Commodore Perry. 








BOARD OF CLAIMS. 
Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. 
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